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1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other 

people in order to be seen by them, for then you will 

have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 6:1-4 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet 

before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 

in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, 

I say to you, they have received their reward.  

Matthew 6:1-4 
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3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your 

giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

Matthew 6:1-4 
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Aaron the Giver . . .  
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Structure of Chapter 5:21 and 6:1-18 . . .  

Beware 

 

6:1-18 

You have heard it said … 

 

But I say to you 

 

5:21-48 
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Structure of Chapter 6 . . .  

Beware 

When you give   

When you pray 

When you fast 

2 

5 

16 

7 When you pray 

3 When you give 

17 When you fast 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  

Matthew 6:1-4 

poies eleemousunen 

do  charity (give alms) 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  

9 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap 

your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the 

gleanings after your harvest. 10 And you shall not strip your 

vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of 

your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the 

sojourner: I am the LORD your God (Leviticus 19:9-10). 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  

10 “For six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield, 

11 but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that 

the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the 

beasts of the field may eat. You shall do likewise with your 

vineyard, and with your olive orchard (Exodus 23:10-11). 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  

6 But Peter said, “I have no 

silver and gold, but what I do 

have I give to you. In the name 

of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

rise up and walk!” (Acts 3:6). 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  

36 Now there was in Joppa a 

disciple named Tabitha, which, 

translated, means Dorcas. She 

was full of good works and 

acts of charity (Acts 9:36). 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  

At Caesarea there was a man named 

Cornelius, a centurion of what was 

known as the Italian Cohort, 2 a 

devout man who feared God with all 

his household, gave alms generously 

to the people, and prayed continually 

to God (Acts 10:1-2) 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  

33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide 

yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a 

treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 

approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure 

is, there will your heart be also (Luke 12:33-34) 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  

12 “When you have finished paying all the tithe of your produce 

in the third year, which is the year of tithing, giving it to the 

Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, so that 

they may eat within your towns and be filled, (Deuteronomy 

26:12). 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dw2iiQo7apE 

 

Video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dw2iiQo7apE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dw2iiQo7apE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dw2iiQo7apE
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  

Three types of Giving – Bible References 

Tithes 

Offering 

Alms/Acts of Charity 

Malachi 3:10 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

Matthew 6:1-4 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy . . .  

Three types of Giving – how it should be done 

Tithes 

Offering 

Alms/Acts of Charity 

Give to the Church 

Give to the Kingdom of God 

Give in secret to those who deserve 
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1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other 

people in order to be seen by them, for then you will 

have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 6:1-4 
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• Means: pros + exo = “set  course, and keep going 

towards it,” ‘pay attention,” “don’t deviate”  

• A command that is given for all time to “beware” 

Beware 

(Present imperative)  
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1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before 

other people in order to be seen by them, for then you 

will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 6:1-4 



 

 

 
Spiritual Living in a Secular World - Lessons from the Sermon on the Mount 

 

• Practicing = doing 

• Original = “beware not to practice” 

• Tzedakah = righteousness, almsgiving (same word) 

• Root word = Chesed 

Practicing your righteousness 

(Present infinitive)  
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1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before 

other people in order to be seen by them, for then 

you will have no reward from your Father who is in 

heaven. 

Matthew 6:1-4 Note the Word Play 
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1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other 

people in order to be seen by them, for then you will 

have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 6:1-4 
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Matthew 6:2 

The Irony of Giving to  

“The Needy” 

The Intention of Giving to  

“The Needy” 
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Matthew 6:2 

The Irony of Giving to  

“The Needy” 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet 

before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 

in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, 

I say to you, they have received their reward.  

Matthew 6:2 The Irony of Giving to  

“The Needy” 
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Matthew 6:2 The Irony of Giving to  

“The Needy” 

1. You are not reaching out to the needy – you are the one 

with a “Need” 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet 

before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 

in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, 

I say to you, they have received their reward.  

Matthew 6:2 The Irony of Giving to  

“The Needy” 



 

 

 
Spiritual Living in a Secular World - Lessons from the Sermon on the Mount 

 

Matthew 6:2 The Irony of Giving to  

“The Needy” 

1. You are not reaching out to the needy – you are the one 

with a “Need” 

2. You are not a giver – you are a “Taker” 
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2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet 

before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 

in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, 

I say to you, they have received their reward.  

Matthew 6:2 The Irony of Giving to  

“The Needy” 
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Matthew 6:2 The Irony of Giving to  

“The Needy” 

1. You are not reaching out to the needy – you are the one 

with a “Need” 

2. You are not a giver – you are a “Taker” 

3. You are not a helper – you are a “Hypocrite” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEZGjL1akt0 

 

Video  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEZGjL1akt0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEZGjL1akt0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEZGjL1akt0
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“At the end of life we will not be judged by 

how many diplomas we have received, how 

much money we have made, how many great 

things we have done. 

We will be judged by "I was hungry, and you 

gave me something to eat, I was naked and 

you clothed me. I was homeless, and you 

took me in.”  
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“I am not sure exactly what heaven will be 

like, but I know that when we die and it 

comes time for God to judge us, he will not 

ask, 'How many good things have you done 

in your life?' rather he will ask, 'How much 

love did you put into what you did?”  
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Matthew 6:2 

The Intention of Giving to  

“The Needy” 
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3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your 

giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

Matthew 6:3-4 The Intention of Giving to  

“The Needy” 
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Matthew 6:3-4 The Intention of Giving to  

“The Needy” 

1. Be a blessing without imposing a burden 
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3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your 

giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

Matthew 6:3-4 The Intention of Giving to  

“The Needy” 
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Matthew 6:3-4 The Intention of Giving to  

“The Needy” 

1. Be a blessing without imposing a burden 

2. Be accountable to God without keeping an account of 

good deeds 
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3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your 

giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

Matthew 6:3-4 The Intention of Giving to  

“The Needy” 
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Matthew 6:3-4 The Intention of Giving to  

“The Needy” 

1. Be a blessing without imposing a burden 

2. Be accountable to God without keeping an account of 

good deeds 

3. Be expectant of God’s reward more than people’s 

reaction 
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The Intention of Giving to  

“The Needy” 

The Irony of Giving to  

“The Needy” 

1. Be a blessing without imposing a 

burden 

2. Be accountable to God without 

keeping an account of good 

deeds 

3. Be expectant of God’s reward 

more than people’s reaction 

 

1. You are not reaching out to the 

needy – you are the one with a 

“Need” 

2. You are not a giver – you are a 

“Taker” 

3. You are not a helper – you are a 

“Hypocrite” 
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