
Colossians 3:12-17 



So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and 
beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience; 

bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever 
has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, 
so also should you. 

Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond 
of unity. 

 



Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body; and be thankful. 

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God. 

Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 

 



Beginning 

Behaviour 

Belonging  

 

 



Recurring theme in Colossians 

 

“Once you were alienated and enemies in your minds because of your 
evil behaviour. But now he has reconciled you …”  

(Colossians 1:21-22) 

 

“When you were dead in your sins … God made you alive with Christ.”  

(Colossians 2:13) 



Recurring theme in Colossians 

 

“Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world … since 
then you have been raised with Christ …”  

(Colossians 2:20a, 3:1a) 

 

“since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on 
the new self …”  

(Colossians 3:9) 



“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and beloved …”  

 

CHOSEN  

 

HOLY 

  

LOVED  

 

eklektoi (ἐκλεκτοι)  
“to select out”  

hagios (ἁγιος) 
“to set apart”  

agapaō (ἀγαπαω) “to be loved continuously” 



  Put to death / put away / put off …  

 
Sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, greed  

Anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language, lying  

 

Put on … 

 

Compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, 
forbearance, forgiveness, love 



  Put to death / put away / put off …  

 
SELF-SERVING, SELF-CENTRED, SELF-GLORIFYING  

 

 

Put on … 

 

OTHER-SERVING, OTHER-CENTRED, OTHER-EDIFYING 



 

 

Above all these virtues,  

put on love,  

which binds them all together in perfect unity.  



The PEACE of Christ  

“rule” in your hearts as you are called to one body 

 

The WORD of Christ 

“dwell” in you as you teach and sing  

 

The NAME of Christ  

“be” pre-eminent in all you do 



We have a new beginning 

chosen, holy, loved 

 

We have a new behaviour  

other-serving, other-centred, other-edifying  

 

We have a new belonging 

peace of Christ, word of Christ, name of Christ 

 

 


