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Making Sense of  Heaven and Earth 



3 Modern Paradigms  

1. To engage the world, we must be people who 
exalt Christ (worshippers) 

2. To engage the world, we must leave the 
confines of  church  

3. To engage the world, we must change our 
perspectives 
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Finding An Anchor 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our relationship  

His concerns 

Our concerns  

His majesty  



A World War II ‘prayer’ 

 

Gracious Lord, oh bomb the Germans, 

Spare their women for Thy sake, 

And if  that is not too easy 

We will pardon Thy mistake. 

But, gracious Lord, whate’er shall be, 

Don’t let anyone bomb me.  

 
John Betjeman (British poet) 



The prayer preceding all prayers is  

 

“May it be the real I who speaks, 

May it be the real  Thou that I speak to”  

 

 
C.S. Lewis   



Our Father who is in heaven,  

Hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done, 

 On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts,  

 as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And do not lead us into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For Yours is the kingdom  

 and the power and the glory forever.  



αγιασθητω το ονομα σου 

Let it be honoured as holy, Your Name  

 ελθετω η βασιλεια σου 

Let it come / arrive, Your Kingdom 

γενηθητω το θελημα σου 

 Let it come to pass, Your Will 

 



Hallowed be Your Name 

 

Recognise His Revelation 

 

Respond in Reverence 

 



Hallowed be Your Name 

 

Recognise His Revelation 

Exodus 3:13-15  

“I AM”  

Worshipped by earlier generations 

And the generations to come 

 



Hallowed be Your Name 

 

Recognise His Revelation 

Exodus 3:13-15  

“the God of  your fathers … Abraham … Isaac, 
Jacob …my Name forever …to all generations” 

  

 



Hallowed be Your Name 

 

Respond in Reverence 

Psalm 86:9  

“All nations whom you have made shall come 

and worship before you O Lord, and they shall 

glorify Your name.   

 

 



Hallowed be Your Name 

 

Respond in Reverence 

Psalm 20:7  

“Some boast in chariots, and some in horses, 

but we will boast in the name of  the LORD, 

our God.” 

 



Hallowed be Your Name 

 

Recognise His Revelation 

He makes Himself  known 

Respond in Reverence 

We make Him known 



Your Kingdom Come 

 

The Present Reality  

 

The Coming Reality 

 



Your Kingdom Come 

 

The Present Reality 

Matthew 4:23 

Jesus was going throughout all Galilee,   
teaching in their synagogues and      

proclaiming the gospel of  the kingdom,        
and healing every kind of  disease and every 

kind of  sickness among the people. 

 

 



Your Kingdom Come 

 

The Present Reality 

Colossians 1:13 

For He rescued us from the domain of  

darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of  

His beloved Son. 



Your Kingdom Come 

 

The Present Reality 

1 Thessalonians 2:12 

“so that you would walk in a manner worthy of  

the God who calls you into His own kingdom 

and glory” 

 



Your Kingdom Come 

 

The Coming Reality 

Revelation 11:5 

“The Kingdom of  the world has become the 

kingdom of  our Lord and His Christ, and he 

will reign for ever and ever.”  



Your Kingdom Come 

 

The Present Reality 

Live as people in whom the reign of  God 
has begun   

The Coming Reality 

Live as people in whom the reign of  God 
will be completed 

 



The Table Cloth Analogy of  the Kingdom 
(Karl Barth, 20th century theologian) 



The Table Cloth Analogy of  the Kingdom 
(Karl Barth, 20th century theologian) 

We pray for the removal of  this clothing, which now 

conceals all things, as the cloth covers this table. The 

table is underneath. You hear it, but you do not see 

it. You only have to remove the cloth to see it.  

We pray in order that the covering which still veils 

the reality of  the Kingdom be removed… All of  

God’s depth is there. .. Our personal life and that of  

our family, the life of  the churches, the political 

events, all these are the covering. The reality is 

beneath it.  



We cannot be sure of  our position when we read the 

newspapers, religious or otherwise. For us to see the 

reality, thy Kingdom must come, Jesus Christ must 

become visible, even a he was visible at Easter, even 

as he revealed to his disciples. 

 



Your Will be Done 

 

In Heaven  

  

On Earth 

  



Resignation versus Participation  
(John Wesley on the Will of  God) 

Most people, when they first hear these words,  

think that they express a mood of  resignation,         

a willingness to put up with whatever God plans for 

us. I agree that Christians should always be ready to 

accept the will of  God for them. 

But this is not the main thought of  this petition. 

When we pray “may you will be done”, we are 

asking for a more active, positive participation in 

doing God’s will.  



Your Will be Done 

 

In Heaven  

Is established 

On Earth 

To be established  



A Franciscan Benediction  
 

May God bless you with discomfort  

At easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships 

So that you may live deep within your heart. 

 

May God bless you with anger 

At injustice, oppression, and exploitation of  people, 

So that you may work for justice, freedom and peace.  



A Franciscan Benediction  
 

May God bless you with tears 

To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and 

war, 

So that you may reach out your hand to comfort them  

and to turn their pain into joy.  

 

And may God bless you with enough foolishness  

To believe that you can make a difference in the world, 

So that you can do what others claim cannot be done 

To bring justice and kindness to all our children and the  

poor.              Amen. 


