
Face-to-Face Friendships  

in a Social Media World 





Social media are computer mediated  

technologies that allow the creating and 

sharing of information, ideas, career 

interests and other forms of expression via 

virtual communities and networks. The 

variety of stand-alone and built-in social 

media services currently available 

introduces the challenges of defining. 

However, there are some common features 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_media 
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But if we use the term to describe a site like 

Facebook, and also a site like Digg, plus a site 

like Wikipedia, and even a site like I Can Has 

Cheezburger, then it starts to get more 

confusing. Just what is social media anyway? 

https://www.lifewire.com/what-is-social-media-explaining-the-big-trend-3486616 



The term is used so vaguely that it can basically be 

used to describe almost any website on the internet 

today. 

 

Or maybe not. Some people have more of a 

restricted view of social media, often equating it to 

mean the same as social networking (a.k.a. 

Facebook, Twitter, etc.). Other people don't consider 

blogs to fall under the social media category 

https://www.lifewire.com/what-is-social-media-explaining-the-big-trend-3486616 



So, What Is Social Media? 

 

Rather than define the term using a bunch of 

boring jargon that would probably only 

complicate things further, perhaps the best way 

to get a clearer understanding of it is to break it 

down into simpler terms. To start, let's look at 

each word individually 

https://www.lifewire.com/what-is-social-media-explaining-the-big-trend-3486616 



The "social" part: refers to interacting with 

other people by sharing information with them 

and receiving information from them. 

 

The "media" part: refers to an instrument of 

communication, like the internet (while TV, 

radio, and newspapers are examples of more 

traditional forms of media). 

https://www.lifewire.com/what-is-social-media-explaining-the-big-trend-3486616 



Social media is the collective of online 

communications channels dedicated to 

community-based input, interaction, 

content-sharing and collaboration 

Websites and applications dedicated to 

forums, microblogging, social 

networking, social bookmarking, social 

curation, and wikis are among the 

different types of social media 

http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/social-media 



Okay, so from these two separate terms, we 

can pull a basic definition together: Social 

media are web-based communication tools that 

enable people to interact with each other by 

both sharing and consuming information. 

https://www.lifewire.com/what-is-social-media-explaining-the-big-trend-3486616 



Here are some prominent examples of 
social media: 

Facebook: is a popular free social networking 

website that allows registered users to create 

profiles, upload photos and video, send 

messages and keep in touch with friends, family 

and colleagues. According to statistics from the 

Nielsen Group, Internet users within the United 

States spend more time on Facebook than any 

other website 
http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/social-media 



Here are some prominent examples of 
social media: 

Twitter: is a free microblogging service that 

allows registered members to broadcast short 

posts called tweets. Twitter members can 

broadcast tweets and follow other users' tweets 

by using multiple platforms and devices. 

http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/social-media 



Here are some prominent examples of 
social media: 

Google+: (pronounced Google plus) is 

Google’s social networking project, designed to 

replicate the way people interact offline more 

closely than is the case in other social 

networking services. The project’s slogan is 

“Real-life sharing rethought for the web.” 

http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/social-media 



Here are some prominent examples of 
social media: 

Wikipedia:  is a free, open content online 

encyclopedia created through the collaborative 

effort of a community of users known as 

Wikipedians. Anyone registered on the site can 

create an article for publication; registration is 

not required to edit articles. Wikipedia was 

founded in January of 2001. 

http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/social-media 



Here are some prominent examples of 
social media: 

LinkedIn: is a social networking site designed 

specifically for the business community. The 

goal of the site is to allow registered members 

to establish and document networks of people 

they know and trust professionally. 

http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/social-media 



Here are some prominent examples of 
social media: 

Reddit: is a social news website and forum where stories 

are socially curated and promoted by site members. The 

site is composed of hundreds of sub-communities, known 

as "subreddits." Each subreddit has a specific topic such 

as technology, politics or music. Reddit site members, also 

known as, "redditors," submit content which is then voted 

upon by other members. The goal is to send well-regarded 

stories to the top of the site's main thread page. 
http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/social-media 



Here are some prominent examples of 
social media: 

Pinterest: is a social curation website for sharing and 

categorizing images found online. Pinterest requires brief 

descriptions but the main focus of the site is visual. Clicking 

on an image will take you to the original source, so, for 

example, if you click on a picture of a pair of shoes, you might 

be taken to a site where you can purchase them. An image of 

blueberry pancakes might take you to the recipe; a picture of 

a whimsical birdhouse might take you to the instructions.  
http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/social-media 



http://www.feedtip.com/social-media-buttons/ 

So, What are the most common words we hear? 

• Community 

• Information 

• Sharing 

• Interaction (Relationship) 

• Via an internet forum or form 



So, Are we loosing anything due to the 
proliferation of Social Media platforms? 

• Face-to-Face communication (communication is not only words) 
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• Can “like” without really liking 

someone 

• Can “like” so that others will 

think I am a good person 

• Can feel affirmed depending on 

how many people “liked” or 

commented or viewed your post 

• It will affect my “self-worth” 



So, Are we loosing anything due to the 
proliferation of Social Media platforms? 

• Face-to-Face communication (communication is not only words) 

• Face-to-Face interaction (interaction is more than sharing info) 

• Face-to-Face affirmation (affirmation is not only being “liked”) 

• Face-to-Face responses (virtual connections can be controlled, face-

to-face connections are current and needs immediate attention) 



The paradox of our time 



The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings 

but shorter tempers, wider Freeways, but narrower viewpoints, We 

spend more, but have less, we buy more, but enjoy less.  



We have bigger houses and smaller families, more conveniences, 

but less time. We have more degrees but less sense, more 

knowledge, but less judgment, more experts, yet more problems, 

more medicine, but less wellness. 



We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh 

too little, drive too fast, get too angry, stay up too late, get up too 

tired, read too little, watch TV too much, and pray too seldom.  



We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. We 

talk too much, love too seldom, and hate too often. 



We've learned how to make a living, but not a life. We've added 

years to life not life to years. We've been all the way to the moon 

and back, but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new 

neighbor.  



We conquered outer space but not inner space. We've done larger 

things, but not better things. 



We've cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul. We've conquered 

the atom, but not our prejudice. We write more, but learn less. We 

plan more, but accomplish less. We've learned to rush, but not to 

wait.  



We build more computers to hold more information, to produce 

more copies than ever, but we communicate less and less. 



These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion, big men and 

small character, steep profits and shallow relationships. 



These are the days of two incomes but more divorce, fancier 

houses, but broken homes. 



These are days of quick trips, disposable diapers, throwaway 

morality, one night stands, overweight bodies, and pills that do 

everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill. It is a time when there is 

much in the showroom window and nothing in the stockroom.  



A time when technology can bring this letter to you, and a time 

when you can choose either to share this insight, or to just hit 

delete. 



Remember, to spend some time with your loved ones, because they 

are not going to be around forever. Remember, say a kind word to 

someone who looks up to you in awe, because that little person 

soon will grow up and leave your side. 



Remember, to give a warm hug to the one next to you, because that 

is the only treasure you can give with your heart and it doesn't cost 

a cent. 



Remember, to say, "I love you" to your partner and your loved ones, 

but most of all mean it. A kiss and an embrace will mend hurt when 

it comes from deep inside of you. 



Remember to hold hands and cherish the moment for someday that 

person might not be there again. Give time to love, give time to 

speak! And give time to share the precious thoughts in your mind.” 



• Creative image of God 

• Spiritual Image of God 

• Communicating image of God 

• Intelligent image of God 

• Relational image of God 

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them” 

(Genesis 1:27) 

https://www.google.com.sg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimpo7J1c_SAhXImZQKHbGPDIAQjRwIBw&url=https://churchsetfree.com/category/wally-fry/&bvm=bv.149397726,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNEA_vXpENGAnYnsgRY6nHIh-EZCUA&ust=1489363493671306




What does the Bible say about Face-to-Face 
Friendships? 

A peak into the relationship 
between the Apostle Paul 
and his disciple Timothy 



    ENDEARING RELATIONSHIP 

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is 
in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 2:1) 

1 

A 



    ENDEARING RELATIONSHIP 

3 I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a 

clear conscience, as I remember you constantly in my 

prayers night and day. 4 As I remember your tears, I long 

to see you, that I may be filled with joy. (2 Timothy 1:3,4) 

1 

B 



    ENDEARING RELATIONSHIP 

9 Do your best to come to me soon (2 Timothy 4:9). 

1 

C 



ACTION POINT 

• Form 3-2-1 friendships with people you 

love and are closely acquainted with 

• The 3-2-1 units will have healthy 

“chemistry” 

• You are bonded due to mutual love, and 

respect, and common interests or seasons 

in life 



    ENCOURAGING RELATIONSHIP 

6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of 

God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 

7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and 

love and self-control (2 Timothy 1:6,7). 

2 

A 



    ENCOURAGING RELATIONSHIP 

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who 

is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and 

his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out 

of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete 

patience and teaching (2 Timothy 4:1,2). 

2 

B 



    ENCOURAGING RELATIONSHIP 

5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the 

work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry (2 Timothy 4:5). 

2 

C 



ACTION POINT 

• Take positive steps to be an Encourager 

• Learn to forgive, restart, and adopt an 

emotionally healthy lifestyle 



    ENRICHING RELATIONSHIP 

14 By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good 

deposit entrusted to you (2 Timothy 1:14). 

3 

A 



    ENRICHING RELATIONSHIP 

8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about 

our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering 

for the gospel by the power of God (2 Timothy 1:8). 

3 

B 



ACTION POINT 

• Take positive steps to be an Encourager 

• Learn to forgive, restart, and adopt an 

emotionally healthy lifestyle 



    ENDEARING RELATIONSHIP 1 

    ENCOURAGING RELATIONSHIP 2 

    ENRICHING RELATIONSHIP 3 


