
STEPPING OUT 

When doing what others are 

doing is the easy way out 



Daniel’s Timeline 

605 BC In the third year of the reign of 

Jehoiakim king of Judah, 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 

to Jerusalem and besieged it (1:1). 



Daniel’s Timeline 

553 BC In the first year of Belshazzar king of 

Babylon, Daniel saw a dream 

and visions of his head as he lay in his 

bed. Then he wrote down the dream 

and told the sum of the matter (7:1). 

605 BC 



Daniel’s Timeline 

539 BC In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by 

descent a Mede, who was made king over the 

realm of the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his 

reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number 

of years that, according to the word of the LORD to 

Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of 

the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy 

years (9:1). 
605 BC 

553 BC 



Daniel’s Timeline 

536 BC In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a word 

was revealed to Daniel, who was named 

Belteshazzar. And the word was true, and it 

was a great conflict. And he understood the 

word and had understanding of the vision 

(10:1). 

605 BC 

553 BC 

539 BC 



Daniel 1 

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of 

Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 

Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave 

Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the 

vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the 

land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed the 

vessels in the treasury of his god.  



Daniel 1 

3 Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, 

to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal 

family and of the nobility, 4 youths without blemish, of 

good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed 

with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent 

to stand in the king's palace, and to teach them the 

literature and language of the Chaldeans. 



Daniel 1 

5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that 

the king ate, and of the wine that he drank. They were to 

be educated for three years, and at the end of that time 

they were to stand before the king.  



Daniel 1 

6 Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 

and Azariah of the tribe of Judah. 7 And the chief of the 

eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called 

Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he 

called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego. 



Daniel 1 

8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself 

with the king's food, or with the wine that he drank. 

Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow 

him not to defile himself. 



Daniel 1 

9 And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight 

of the chief of the eunuchs, 10 and the chief of the 

eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who 

assigned your food and your drink; for why should he 

see that you were in worse condition than the youths 

who are of your own age? So you would endanger my 

head with the king.”  



Daniel 1 

11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the 

eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 

and Azariah, 12 “Test your servants for ten days; let us be 

given vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then let 

our appearance and the appearance of the youths who 

eat the king's food be observed by you, and deal with 

your servants according to what you see.”  



Daniel 1 

14 So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them 

for ten days. 15 At the end of ten days it was seen that 

they were better in appearance and fatter in flesh than 

all the youths who ate the king's food. 16 So the steward 

took away their food and the wine they were to drink, 

and gave them vegetables. 



Daniel 1 

17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning 

and skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel 

had understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 At the 

end of the time, when the king had commanded that 

they should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs 

brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.  



Daniel 1 

19 And the king spoke with them, and among all of them 

none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 

Azariah. Therefore they stood before the king. 20 And in 

every matter of wisdom and understanding about which 

the king inquired of them, he found them ten times 

better than all the magicians and enchanters that were 

in all his kingdom.  



Daniel 1 

21 And Daniel was there until the first year 

of King Cyrus. 

536 BC 

605 BC 

553 BC 

539 BC 



What was the secret of Daniel’s longevity as an 

Agent of Redemption? 



BUILD BRIDGES 

1 



BUILD BRIDGES 1 

Ashpenaz – the Chief of the Eunuchs is mentioned 7 

times 

Daniel and his 3 friends were chosen by the COE (3,4) 

He gave Daniel and friends new names (7) 

Ashpenaz was accessible to Daniel and friends (8) 



BUILD BRIDGES 1 

Ashpenaz gambled with his life when he helped 

Daniel and friends (10). 

Daniel had an open line of communication with his 

boss (14). 

Daniel and friends were presented for promotion by 

Ashpenaz (17-20). 





BUILD BRIDGES – Romans 12 1 



What was the secret of Daniel’s longevity as an 

Agent of Redemption? 



KNOW YOUR BOUNDARIES 

2 



KNOW YOUR BOUNDARIES 2 

Their national identity was lost (1) 

Their religious identity was lost (2) 

Their personal freedom was limited (3-4) 

They were forced to learn and live under an evil 
regime (5) 

Their personal identity was lost (7) 



KNOW YOUR BOUNDARIES 2 

But, their ability to make decisions was not lost (8) 

Daniel’s issue was not about food. It was about 

“defiled” (8). He did not wish to be defiled.  

The boundary setting was done in peace and 

through negotiation (9-16) 



KNOW YOUR BOUNDARIES 2 

Daniel’s boundary setting was covered by God’s 

grace (8) 

Ashpenaz and the entire palace would continue to 

honour the boundary of non-defilement set by 

Daniel and friends (9-16) 



Spiritual Boundaries 

DOCTRINES AND FAITH 



Spiritual Boundaries 

MORALITY 



Spiritual Boundaries 

IDOLATRY  



Spiritual Boundaries 

FRIENDS 



What was the secret of Daniel’s longevity as an 

Agent of Redemption? 



RESORT TO GIVE YOUR BEST 

3 



RESORT TO GIVE YOUR BEST 3 

Daniel had royal blood – but was now a slave (3) 

He would have had a good education in his own 

nation. Now, he was forced to study the literature 

and language of the Babylonians (4) 

Daniel and friends decided to give God their best in 

their decision not to be defiled (8-16) 



RESORT TO GIVE YOUR BEST 3 

The Lord blessed them back (17) 

They were found to be ten times better than the 

others (20). They did not hold back. They had 

received God’s best and they gave out their best. 



Daniel’s method of “Giving Your Best” 



Don’t carry “baggage” Realise God “placed you here” 

Be led by God (17) “God gave” Do it with a support group 

Do everything as unto God 

Give your Best 



Give your Best 



STEPPING OUT 

When doing what others are 

doing is the easy way out 


