
Sacrificial Giving 
A Macedonian Model



Giving in Singapore 

Reference publications 

• Landscape Study on Donations and Grant 
Making Entities in Singapore 2011

(Asia Centre for Social Entrepreneurship and Philantropy)

• Individual Giving Survey 2014 

(NVPC – National Volunteer & Philantropy Centre) 





Singaporeans are giving more





Only 1 in 3 Singaporeans give

Only 1 in 10 Singaporeans volunteer

Only 1 in 3 Singaporeans would help a stranger!





Bad publicity affects individual giving



Bad publicity affects individual giving

Bad economy affects giving 
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Tax relief affects giving



Giving in Singapore 

Some observations 

• Tax relief helps to encourage giving

• Giving is affected by reputation 

• Higher income does not necessarily mean 
giving more in proportion to income



What about Christian giving? 

• Tax Relief?

• Affected by church abuses?

• Those who earn more give more?  



4 questions 

1. Is my spending marked by Christian generosity?

2. What does my spending say about what makes 
me most happy?

3. Does my spending suggest I’m collecting for this 
life?

4. Is my spending explicitly supporting the spread 
of the gospel?



Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the 
grace of God which has been given in the churches of 
Macedonia,

that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of 
joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth 
of their liberality.

For I testify that according to their ability, and 
beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord,

begging us with much urging for the favour of 
participation in the support of the saints, 

and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave 
themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.

2 Corinthians 8:1-5



Context of Macedonian Churches

• Gentile churches of Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea –
founded by Paul in his 2nd missionary journey

• Possible Roman persecution resulting in extreme 
poverty 

• Heard about the famine in Jerusalem affecting the 
Jewish believers 

• Money collected by Paul on behalf of the 
Macedonians for the Jews in Jerusalem 



Mind-boggling Macedonian Model

A look at Sacrificial Giving



Mind-boggling Macedonian Model #1

Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace 
of God which has been given in the churches of 
Macedonia,

that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy 
and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their 
liberality.

The PARADOX of their giving

Great Affliction + Abundant Joy + Deep Poverty 

= 

Overflowing Generosity 



Mind-boggling Macedonian Model #2

For I testify that according to their ability, and 
beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord,

The EXTENT of their giving

A CCORDING

B EYOND

C HOICE



Mind-boggling Macedonian Model #3

begging us with much urging for the favour of 
participation in the support of the saints,

The ATTITUDE of their giving

Pleading for the Privilege to Participate 



Mind-boggling Macedonian Model #4

and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave 
themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.

The MOTIVATION of their giving

Willing Dedication to God

Willing Dedication to Others 



A ZGM Model of Sacrificial Giving

MOTIVATION

With a Willing Dedication to God and Others

ATTITUDE

We seek the Privilege to Participate in Giving

EXTENT

According to, and Beyond our Ability, as our Choice

PARADOX

Regardless of Circumstance



A ZGM Model of Sacrificial Giving

MOTIVATION

With a Willing Dedication to God and Others

ATTITUDE

We seek the Privilege to Participate in Giving

EXTENT

According to, and Beyond our Ability, as our Choice

PARADOX

Regardless of Circumstance



“But giving is more than simply giving something 
back to God, calculating what amount or even 
percentage is acceptable. Giving is being caught up in 
the flow of God’s gracious giving, being caught up in 
grace.”

“The message of giving for Christians is not about a 
few drops more from unwilling congregations but an 
exploration of the riches of grace. God is the giver of 
all and in Christ Jesus we see his self-giving. The 
grace of God is a spring, a waterfall, an overflowing 
of abundant supply; when we give, we are caught up 
in the flow.”


