
Humility 
 

Matthew 20:20-28 

ENDURING QUALITIES OF 
PASSIONATE DISCIPLES 



20 Then the mother of the sons of 

Zebedee came up to him with her sons, 

and kneeling before him she asked him 

for something.  
 

21 And he said to her, “What do you 

want?” She said to him, “Say that these 

two sons of mine are to sit, one at your 

right hand and one at your left, in your 

kingdom.”  

Matthew 20:20-28 



22 Jesus answered, “You do not know 

what you are asking. Are you able to 

drink the cup that I am to drink?” They 

said to him, “We are able.”  
 

23 He said to them, “You will drink my 

cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my 

left is not mine to grant, but it is for those 

for whom it has been prepared by my 

Father.”  

Matthew 20:20-28 



24 And when the ten heard it, they were 

indignant at the two brothers.  
 

25 But Jesus called them to him and said, 

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 

lord it over them, and their great ones 

exercise authority over them. 

Matthew 20:20-28 



26 It shall not be so among you. But  

whoever would be great among you must  

be your servant, 

 

27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave,  
 

28 even as the Son of Man came not to be  

served but to serve, and to give his life as  

a ransom for many.” 

Matthew 20:20-28 



Who is this Person? 

Matthew 20:20 

20 Then the mother of the 

sons of Zebedee came up to 

him with her sons, and 

kneeling before him she asked 

him for something 

There were also women looking 

on from a distance, among whom 

were Mary Magdalene, and Mary 

the mother of James the younger 

and of Joses, and Salome (Mark 

15:40) 

Among whom were Mary 

Magdalene and Mary the mother 

of James and Joseph and the 

mother of the sons of Zebedee 

(Matthew 27:56) 



Portrait of Pride 

PROUD  

is not a state of being, 

but it is a life-style 







“God sends no one 
away empty, except 
those who are so full of 
themselves” 
 
D. L. Moody 





Portrait of Pride 

1 

Proud people 

Scheme 

20 Then the mother of the sons 

of Zebedee came up to him 

with her sons, and kneeling 

before him she asked him for 

something 

They do not wish to 

lose. So, everything 

must be planned to their 

advantage. 



Portrait of Pride 

2 

Proud people make use of 

people to meet their needs 

20 Then the mother of the 

sons of Zebedee came up to 

him with her sons, and 

kneeling before him she asked 

him for something 

They use people for 

their advantage. People 

become a means to 

achieve their own goals. 



Portrait of Pride 

3 

Proud people are desperate 

20 Then the mother of the sons 

of Zebedee came up to him 

with her sons, and kneeling 

before him she asked him 

for something 

They do not mind doing 

anything if by so doing 

they achieve their own 

goals. 



Portrait of Pride 

4 

Proud people are unfairly 

ambitious 

21 And he said to her, “What do 

you want?” She said to him, “Say 

that these two sons of mine are 

to sit, one at your right hand 

and one at your left, in your 

kingdom.”  

They do not mind 

whose life they trample 

as long as they get 

what they desire 



Portrait of Pride 

5 

Proud people are insensitive 

24 And when the ten heard it, 

they were indignant at the two 

brothers.  

They are not affected 

by the impressions 

others make of them or 

the environment they 

create wherever they 

are. 



The Opposite of Pride 

Humility is not the 

opposite of Proud. 
 

Servanthood is the 

opposite of Pride. 



The Simplicity of Servanthood 

Servanthood is 

thoroughly unlike 

Pride 



The Simplicity of Servanthood 

1 

Servanthood involves 

Suffering for Christ 

22 Jesus answered, “You do not 

know what you are asking. Are 

you able to drink the cup that 

I am to drink?” They said to 

him, “We are able.”  

True servants of the 

Lord know the sacrifices 

they need to make in 

order to serve and the 

suffering that is 

connected to it 



The Simplicity of Servanthood 

2 

Servanthood is counter-

cultural 

26 It shall not be so among you. But  

whoever would be great among 

you must be your servant, 
 

27 and whoever would be first among 

you must be your slave,  

True servants of the 

Lord become great by 

leading the way in 

serving and do not 

worry about what 

society predicates 



Witnessed a heartwarming incident 
on the train at Raffles Place before 
peak hour this evening involving an 
uncle and a construction worker 
who had scooted down some seats 
to make way for Singaporeans.  
 
Uncle to worker: "Hey you can sit 
down... You don't always have to 
give up your seat, especially not to 
men on the train. You come here to 
build our homes so you can sit also 
you know?"  
 
- More at AllSingaporeStuff.com 



Later I learn from the "uncle", Mr 
Rimy Lau, 68, who used to work in 
the hotel line, that the worker, 
Saravanan Samidurai, 28, has been 
in Singapore for just three days and 
he just wanted to him to feel 
welcome. "They come here to work. 
This is how we can take care of 
them," said Mr Lau. 
 
- More at AllSingaporeStuff.com 





The Simplicity of Servanthood 

3 

Servanthood is being Christ-

like 

28 even as the Son of Man 

came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” 

True servants of the 

Lord desire to follow the 

example of Christ and 

never forget their 

mission 







The Simplicity of Servanthood 

True Servants of Christ are not proud 

 

Servanthood is their life-style 

 

Humility is their character 




