


As the 16th century dawned, the Catholic church was the dominant religion of 

Europe. The Christian church had 2 sects, the Catholic Church and the Greek 

Church. 

Roman Catholic Church from 15th/16th century. Blizne-Poland 



The Pope was the state and church leader. He was corrupt and very powerful. 

He controlled a vast area of land known as the Holy Roman Empire. 



The Pope had commenced work on the St Peters’ Basilica and was raising 

funds for the project. 



The church had resorted to selling indulgences to raise money. An indulgence 

was a piece of paper that certified lesser years in purgatory for those who 

purchased it. 



Martin Luther, a learned German Augustinian monk was so affected by the 

corruption of the Catholic church. Now he was further affected by the fund 

raising scandal.   



On 31st October 1517, 500 years ago, he wrote 95 reasons why the practices 

of the church was wrong. According to their custom, he nailed the “95 

Theses” on the door of his Castle Church in Wittenberg for all to see and 

invited the church leaders for a debate.    



Martin Luther wrote many books about the truth faith. The Lord had 

impressed on him that the “Just shall live by faith” and not by works.  He was 

a powerful preacher and many people turned to his teachings.  



The Catholic church leaders called him for a hearing and ordered him to 

recant. Luther refused. At the end of the trial he was kidnapped by his 

supporters and taken to Magdaburg Castle for safety. 



Luther was holed up there for over 10 months. During that time, he 

translated the Bible to German. People were able to read the Bible. 



Catholic Church called Luther and his followers Protestants and 

excommunicated them. Luther and his followers wished to call themselves 

reformers. 



Eventually, many of the European nations including Germany, Switzerland, 

England and Scandinavian nations would become Protestant. 



The movement that Martin Luther began, has today exponentially increased 

to many denominations all over the world. 



Most of the doctrines and practices that we are holding onto began in the 

Reformation of Martin Luther and others in the early 16th century.  

• Bible in the vernacular 

• Salvation by Grace alone, and not by good works 

• Priesthood of all believers, Priests can be married 

• Communion as “memorial” and believers baptism 

• Modern missionary movement 

• Autonomous and independent churches 

• No statues and belief in Saints 

 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CG35BfLbAQ 



COMMITMENT IS NOT ENOUGH 



Commitment is not Enough because 

Surrender is Necessary 



Commitment is easy 
Surrender needs a sacrifice 





Read: Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 1:26-38 



Commitment is 

not Enough  

SURRENDER  

IS NECESSARY 

The Difficulty of Surrender 

The Demands of Surrender 

The Destiny of those who Surrender 



The Difficulty of Surrender 

MARY 

• I am not married and I have not been with a man 

• If I am found out, I may be punished 

• Joseph might divorce me 

• I will get a bad name and my character is doomed 

• How can I rise up to such a high spiritual challenge? 

 



The Difficulty of Surrender 

JOSEPH 

• My character may be questioned. What will people say? 

• Even when I have been as just as I can be, why does this 

kind of thing happen to me? 

• Why should I be a father to a child that is not my own? 

• Best option open is to quietly divorce and move on 

 



The Difficulty of Surrender 

Reasons why I sometimes don’t surrender to God 

• I am not ready 

• I am addicted to sin 

• Pride  

• Not understanding what God wants from me 

• I like to control my life 



The Demands of Surrender 

Allow God to do something that you do not 
wish him to do in your life 
 
Endure the demands of doing something 
never done before 

MARY 



The Demands of Surrender 

JOSEPH 

Take up something that you do not wish to 
take up 
 
Face the difficulty of public ridicule and/or 
get used to personal unpreparedness  



The Demands of Surrender 

JESUS 

39 And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and 

prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 

from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.”  
 

42 He went away again a second time and prayed, 

saying, “My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink 

it, Your will be done”                                                                  
 

(Matthew 26:39 and 42) 



The Demands of Surrender 

JESUS 

Give Up something you find difficult to give 
up 
 
Go through pain and sacrifice 



The Demands of Surrender 



The Destiny of those who 
Surrender 

High Blessings 

MARY 

And she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed 

are you among women, and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb! 

(Luke 1:42) 



The Destiny of those who 
Surrender 

High Privilege 

When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but 

knew her not until she had given birth to a son. 

And he called his name Jesus. 

(Matthew 1:24) 

JOSEPH 



The Destiny of those who 
Surrender 

High Restoration 

46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, 

said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And 

having said this he breathed his last (Luke 23:46) 

JESUS 



You cannot grow closer to God 
by doing a lot of things, but you 

can grow closer to God by 
surrendering yourself to Him 




