
Palm Sunday
Three Perfect Paradoxes









“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the

age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch

of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of

Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope,

it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we

had nothing before us . . .”

Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens (1859) 



The BEST of times

The WORST of times



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

                                          
   

   
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

COVID-19 cases in Singapore (Jan – Mar 2020)

https://www.statista.com/statistics/1098985/singapore-covid-19-total-cases/

1000



Everything under control

Everything out of control



Palm Sunday



Best of times Worst of times 

PEACE PRICE



Jesus
The Solution? The final Uprising?



Troubles

What are we looking to be delivered from? 

Trials Tribulations

COVID-19



Paradox One

The Way of Peace versus the Way of Violence



“the disciples went and did as Jesus instructed them.

They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their

cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.” And he

entered Jerusalem riding on a young donkey.

Matthew 21:6

“Say to the daughter of Zion,

See, your king comes to you,

gentle and riding on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey”

Zechariah 9:9



Eastern Gate

Beautiful Gate

In Hebrew –

“The Gate of 
Mercy”



Power of the Roman Empire Peace of the Kingdom of GodVs



Paradox One – The Way of Peace versus Violence  

Reflection 

We live in a constant war of 2 ways of living. 

The power of this World focuses on might – the strong 
overcomes the weak. 

The power of the Kingdom of Heaven focuses on 
humility and peace – the weak shall be made strong.  



Paradox One – The Way of Peace versus Violence  

Reflection 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness. Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

2 Corinthians 12:9



Paradox Two

The Wave of Acceptance versus the Wave of Rejection 



“A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that

went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed in he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest!”

Matthew 21:8-9

“O LORD, save us;

O LORD grant us success.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.”

Psalm 118:25-26



Acceptance

Rejection

Vs

Accepted Messiah

Rejected Enemy of the State

Deliverer

Traitor



Paradox Two – The Wave of Acceptance versus Rejection  

Reflection 

Are we experiencing the changing tide of opinion?

Betrayal? Rejection? 

Because we are trying to live as salt and light? 



Paradox Two – The Wave of Acceptance versus Rejection  

Reflection 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

Matthew 5:10-12



Paradox Three

Turning Defeat into Victory  







The One

who could calm the storm 

did not calm the crowds crying for his death 

who could free the demon possessed man 

did not free himself from his own chains

who stopped the woman’s bleeding 

was bleeding from his own wounds  

who raised the dead 

was walking to his own death on the cross 



Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.
The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us.
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar!

Psalm 118:26-27



Palm Sunday – Selection Sunday 

The Perfect Lamb Rejected by man

“Crucify him!”“I find no fault in him!”



Paradox Three – Turning Defeat into Victory   

Reflection 

That the all-knowing Son of God would walk willingly 
into the jaws of death to be killed by the sons of men

That the cries of “Save us!” and “Crucify Him!” will be 
fulfilled in one act of love 



Reflection 

The ‘Violence of Pilate’ would bring the Peace of Heaven 

Jesus’ “Doom’ would bring our ‘Deliverance’

Jesus’ Death would bring us Life

And because He Lives!

Paradox Three – Turning Defeat into Victory   



“We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed – in a flash, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will all be
changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the
perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the
mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come
true:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”

“Where, O death, is your victory?”

Where, O death, is your sting?” 

1 Corinthians 15:51-55

Paradox Three – Turning Defeat into Victory   



Perfect Paradoxes of Palm Sunday 

PARADOX 1

PARADOX 2

PARADOX 3

violence peace

crucify him! save us!

defeat victory


