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Blessed to be a Blessing 

A Study of Jonah 



Jonah and The Big Fish 
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Jonah’s bad-good-bad example 

• BAD: Jonah 1:1-3 • GOOD: Jonah 2-3 

 

• BAD: Jonah 4:1-11 



Jonah’s first bad example 

(don’t bless) 

     Jonah Flees the Presence of the LORD 

 1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of 

 Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great 

 city, and call out against  it, for their evil has come 

 up before me.” 3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish 

 from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa 

 and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare 

 and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, 

 away from the presence of the LORD. 
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God can use storms 

14“O LORD, let us not perish for this 

man's life, and lay not on us innocent 

blood, for you, O LORD, have done as it 

pleased you.” 15 So they picked up Jonah 

and hurled him into the sea, and the sea 

ceased from its raging. 16 Then the men 

feared the LORD exceedingly, and they 

offered a sacrifice to the LORD and 

made vows. 



Jonah’s good example 

(bless) 
8 Those who pay regard to vain idols 

    forsake their hope of steadfast love. 
9 But I with the voice of thanksgiving 

    will sacrifice to you; 

what I have vowed I will pay. 

    Salvation belongs to the LORD!” 

• 10 And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited 

Jonah out upon the dry land. 



Jonah’s good example 

(bless) 
5 And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for 
a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to 
the least of them… 7 “By the decree of the king and his 
nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste 
anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 8 but let man 
and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out 
mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and 
from the violence that is in his hands… 10 When God saw 
what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God 
relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to 
them, and he did not do it. 



Jonah’s second bad example 

(don’t bless) 

4 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was 
angry. 2 And he prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD, 
is not this what I said when I was yet in my 
country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; 
for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
and relenting from disaster. 3 Therefore now, O LORD, 
please take my life from me, for it is better for me 
to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Do you do 
well to be angry?” 
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Here and now: SG and 

the developed world  

• Over-focus on comfort  

• Over-focus on wealth 

• Racism 



For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for 

it is the power of God for SALVATION  

to everyone who believes, to the 

Jew first and also to the Greek. 
Romans 1:16 
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The young lions suffer 

want and hunger; but 

those who seek 

the LORD lack no good 

thing.              
- Psalm 34:10 


