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Spiritual Living in a Secular World sermon series  
from the Sermon on the Mount 



27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 

not commit adultery.’  

 
28 But I say to you . . .  

 
31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, 

let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 

 
32 But I say to you . . . 
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27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 

not commit adultery.’  
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Adultery = moicheuo 

Moicheuo = Sexual intercourse 

 



28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a 

woman with lustful intent has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart.  
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28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a 

woman with lustful intent has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart.  
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 Lustful intent = epithumeo 

Epi = Upon 

 Thumeo = Great passion 

 Lustful intent = to long for, to desire very much 

 



28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a 

woman with lustful intent has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart.  
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Adultery = moicheuo = sexual intercourse 



29 If your right eye causes you to sin, 

tear it out and throw it away. For it is 

better that you lose one of your 

members than that your whole 

body be thrown into hell.  

 
30 And if your right hand causes you 
to sin, cut it off and throw it away. 

For it is better that you lose one of 

your members than that your whole 

body go into hell. 
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Causes you to sin 

= causes you to 

stumble 

  Skandalitso = to 

stumble by falling 

into a trap 
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What is Jesus telling? 

Not a physical action (can still stumble with the left 

eye and left hand) 

Not a sacrifice of pleasure 

Not an avoidance of temptation 
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What is Jesus telling? 

“Do not get trapped” 
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What can we learn from Jesus’ teaching on lust? 

Do not consider lust as an option   1 
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Do not consider lust as an option   1 

Psalm 101:3-4 
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What can we learn from Jesus’ teaching on lust? 

Do not consider lust as an option   

Do not consider avoiding temptation a solution 

1 

2 
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Do not consider avoiding temptation a solution 2 

So FLEE youthful passions and PURSUE 

righteousness, faith, love, and peace, 

along with those who call on the Lord 

from a pure heart 
 

(2 Timothy 2:22) 
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What can we learn from Jesus’ teaching on lust? 

Do not consider lust as an option   

Do not consider avoiding temptation a solution 

Do not consider morality as a temporary situation 

1 

2 

3 
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Do not consider morality as a temporary situation 3 
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Do not consider morality as a temporary situation 3 







31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, 

let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 
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Under Jewish Law, a man can divorce a woman for 

any reason or no reason. 
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The Talmud specifically says that a man can 

divorce a woman because she spoiled his dinner or 

simply because he finds another woman more 

attractive, and the woman's consent to the divorce 

is not required. 
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The Talmud specifically says that a man can 

divorce a woman because she spoiled his dinner or 

simply because he finds another woman more 

attractive, and the woman's consent to the divorce 

is not required. 
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In fact, Jewish law requires divorce in some 

circumstances: when the wife commits a sexual 

transgression, a man must divorce her, even if he is 

inclined to forgive her.  
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According to the Torah, divorce is accomplished simply 

by writing a bill of divorce, handing it to the wife, and 

sending her away. To prevent husbands from divorcing 

their wives recklessly or without proper consideration, 

the rabbis created complex rules regarding the process 

of writing the document, delivery, and acceptance 



Matthew 19:3-9  
 

3 And Pharisees came up to him and tested him 

by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for 

any cause?”  

 

 

 
Spiritual Living in a Secular World - Lessons from the Sermon on the Mount 

 



Matthew 19:3-9  
 

4 He answered, “Have you not read that he who 

created them from the beginning made them 

male and female, 
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Matthew 19:3-9  
 

5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his 

father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 

and the two shall become one flesh’? 
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Matthew 19:3-9  
 

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What 

therefore God has joined together, let not man 

separate.” 
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Matthew 19:3-9  
 

7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses 

command one to give a certificate of divorce 

and to send her away?”  
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Matthew 19:3-9  
 

8 He said to them, “Because of your hardness of 

heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, 

but from the beginning it was not so. 
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Matthew 19:3-9  
 

9 And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, 

except for sexual immorality, and marries 

another, commits adultery.” 
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32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his 

wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 

makes her commit adultery, and whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery 
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32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his 

wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 

makes her commit adultery, and whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery  
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32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his 

wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 

makes her commit adultery, and whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery 
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 Sexual immorality =  porneia 

 Porneia (Gk) = Pornography 

 Porneia = “Sell off” – a selling off of or surrender of sexual purity OR 

promiscuity of any type 

 See 1 Corinthians 7:15 
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32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his 

wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 

makes her commit adultery, and whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery  
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Moicheuo = Sexual intercourse 

 



32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his 

wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 

makes her commit adultery, and whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery 
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32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his 

wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 

makes her commit adultery, and whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery 
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32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his 

wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 

makes her commit adultery, and whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery  
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Moicheuo = Sexual intercourse 
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Pastoral view of Divorce & Remarriage based on what the Bible says 

We minister to both parties in 

a marriage and encourage 

them to believe and work 

towards reconciliation.  

A 
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We encourage the couple to 

forgive and accept each other 

even when adultery, abuse and 

abandonment has taken place 

and work towards full recovery 

with the help of professionally 

trained counselling support   

B 

Pastoral view of Divorce & Remarriage based on what the Bible says 
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We leave the difficult 

decision-making of divorce in 

the hands of the couple, their 

mentors and their counsellors 

C 

Pastoral view of Divorce & Remarriage based on what the Bible says 
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We continue to minister to both spouses after the 

separation. However, their involvement in Church 

ministry will depend on their discipleship level, humility 

and acceptance of any church “discipline” that may 

apply 

D 

Pastoral view of Divorce & Remarriage based on what the Bible says 
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We allow time for people to 

heal and recover from this 

situation and we do not rush 

them into ministry and other 

leadership roles 

E 

Pastoral view of Divorce & Remarriage based on what the Bible says 
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Remarriage after divorce is 

not allowed in the Bible. 

Remarriage to the same 

spouse is possible as it would 

not break any Biblical 

paradigms 

F 

Pastoral view of Divorce & Remarriage based on what the Bible says 
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The church leaves the decision to remarry in the hands 

of the person who wishes to do so, as we believe it is an 

intensely personal desire to be remarried. There are 

many significant and valid reasons why people decide 

to remarry. As members of the church, we will stand by 

fellow members when they decide to remarry. We will 

pray for them for guidance and strength.  

G 

Pastoral view of Divorce & Remarriage based on what the Bible says 
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The Lord’s grace extends to all those who ask for it 

when considering remarriage. We take the need 

to create a family, grow a marriage as very 

significant reasons for remarriage to take place. 

We will pray for full restoration of a blessed 

marriage. 

H 

Pastoral view of Divorce & Remarriage based on what the Bible says 
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We will pray, mentor and mould the lives of 

the remarried, so that this time around, we 

ensure that they fulfil their marital 

responsibilities as well as they should. Their 

new marriage is a blessed union. We have 

seen many restored and remarried people 

serving in churches everywhere.  

I 

Pastoral view of Divorce & Remarriage based on what the Bible says 
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Divorce and remarriage should not be what 

we aim for. Strong marriages, support for 

couples and families, authentic modelling for 

new couples, should be a high priority of the 

church. We should do everything possible, 

and “then some more” and trust the Lord to 

keep marriages strong and growing 

J 

Pastoral view of Divorce & Remarriage based on what the Bible says 
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What can we learn about Divorce?  
(And Marriage and Remarriage) 

Do not consider divorce as an option   1 
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Do not consider divorce as an option   1 
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What can we learn about Divorce?  
(And Marriage and Remarriage) 

Do not consider divorce as an option   

Do not consider remarriage a solution 

1 

2 
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Do not consider remarriage a solution 2 
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What can we learn about Divorce?  
(And Marriage and Remarriage) 

Do not consider divorce as an option   

Do not consider remarriage a solution 

Do not consider marriage as a temporary union 

1 

2 

3 
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Do not consider marriage as a temporary union 3 

Therefore a man shall LEAVE his father 

and his mother and HOLD FAST to his 

wife, and they shall BECOME ONE FLESH 
 

(Genesis 2:24) 

It is not a contract with exit clauses –  

it is a covenant with sacrifice elements  
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