
ENGAGING THE WORLD 

Through our Works  



Engage  
 

“to occupy” 
“to interlock” 

 



You are writing a gospel,  

a chapter each day,  

by deeds that you do  

and words that you say.  

Men read what you write,  

whether faultless or true.  

Say, what is the gospel according to you? 



 

 

3 biblical men  

 

3 modern paradigms 
 



3 Biblical Men 

 

1. Joseph – Serving well  

2. Daniel – Staying well  

3. Paul – Speaking well  

 



Joseph – Serving well  

Excellence under all circumstances (Gen 39) 

 

1. Potiphar’s (slave) 
Now his master saw that 
the Lord was with him 
and how the Lord caused 
all that he did to prosper 
in his hand. (v3) 



Joseph – Serving well  

Excellence under all circumstances (Gen 39) 

 

1. Potiphar’s (slave) … the Lord blessed the 
Egyptian’s house on 
account of Joseph … (v5) 



Joseph – Serving well  

Excellence under all circumstances (Gen 39) 

 

1. Potiphar’s (slave) So he left everything he 
owned in Joseph’s charge 
… (v6) 



Joseph – Serving well  

Excellence under all circumstances (Gen 39)  

 

1. Potiphar’s (slave) 

2. Prisoner 

But the Lord was with 
Joseph and extended 
kindness to him, and gave 
him favor in the sight of 
the chief jailer. (v21) 



Joseph – Serving well  

Excellence under all circumstances (Gen 39)  

 

1. Potiphar’s (slave) 

2. Prisoner 

The chief jailer committed 
to Joseph’s charge all the 
prisoners who were in the 
jail; so that whatever was 
done there, he was 
responsible for it. (v22) 



Joseph – Serving well  

Excellence under all circumstances (Gen 39)  

 

1. Potiphar’s (slave) 

2. Prisoner 
 … and whatever he did, 
the Lord made to prosper. 
(v23) 



Joseph – Serving well  

Excellence under all circumstances (Gen 40)  

 

1. Potiphar’s (slave) 

2. Prisoner 

3. Prime Minister  

So Pharaoh said to Joseph,  … 
“You shall be over my house, 
and according to your 
command all my people shall 
do homage; only in the 
throne I will be greater than 
you.” (v39) 



Joseph – Serving well  

Excellence under all circumstances (Gen 40)  

 

1. Potiphar’s (slave) 

2. Prisoner 

3. Prime Minister  

So he gathered all the food of 
these seven years …Thus 
Joseph stored up grain in great 
abundance like the sand of the 
sea, until he stopped 
measuring it, for it was 
beyond measure. (v48-49) 



Joseph – Serving well  

Excellence under all circumstances  

 

1. Potiphar’s (slave) 

2. Prisoner 

3. Prime Minister  



“your name” – Serving well  

Excellence under all circumstances  

 

At different stations (lowly, elevated) 

Under different superiors 

Bringing blessing regardless 

 



Daniel – Staying well  

Perseverance under all kings (Daniel 1) 

 

1. Purity  

 

Under King Nebuchanezzar 
 
But Daniel made up his mind that 
he would not defile himself with 
the king’s choice food or with the 
wine which he drank … (1:8) 



Daniel – Staying well  

Perseverance under all kings (Daniel 5) 

 

1. Purity  

2. Prophecy  

 

Under King Belshazzar 
 
“Yet you, his son, Belshazzar, have 
not humbled your heart …” 
That same night Belshazzar the 
Chaldean king was slain.  (5:1-30) 



Daniel – Staying well  

Perseverance under all kings (Daniel 6) 

 

1. Purity  

2. Prophecy  

3. Prayer  

 

Under King Darius 
 
“anyone who makes a petition to 
any god or man besides you, O 
king, for thirty days, shall be cast 
into the lions’ den.” (6:7) 

  



Daniel – Staying well  

Perseverance under all kings (Daniel 6) 

 

1. Purity  

2. Prophecy  

3. Prayer  

 

Under King Darius 
 
He (Daniel) continued kneeling on 
his knees three times a day, praying 
and giving thanks before his God, as 
he had been doing previously. (6:10) 

   



Daniel – Staying well  

Perseverance under all kings (Daniel 1-6) 

 

1. Purity  

2. Prophecy  

3. Prayer  

 



“your name” – Staying well  

Perseverance under all kings (Daniel 1-6) 

 

Staying consecrated 

Staying convicted 

Staying connected 

 



Paul – Speaking well  

Engagement under all conditions (Acts 17:16-21)  

 

1. ‘Priests’ 
Now while Paul was waiting for 
them at Athens, his spirit was 
being provoked within him as he 
was observing the city full of idols. 
So he was reasoning in the 
synagogue with the Jews and the 
God-fearing Gentiles … (v16-17) 



Paul – Speaking well  

Engagement under all conditions (Acts 17:16-21)  

 

1. ‘Priests’ 

2. Passers-by 

Now while Paul was waiting for 
them at Athens, his spirit was 
being provoked within him as he 
was observing the city full of idols. 
So he was reasoning … in the 
market place every day with those 
who happened to be present. 
(v16-17) 
 



Paul – Speaking well  

Engagement under all conditions (Acts 17:16-21)  

 

1. ‘Priests’ 

2. Passers-by 

3. Professors 

Now while Paul was waiting for 
them at Athens, his spirit was 
being provoked within him as he 
was observing the city full of idols. 
So he was reasoning … And they 
took him and brought him to the 
Areopagus, saying “May we know 
…” (v16-19) 



Paul – Speaking well  

Engagement under all conditions (Acts 17:16-21)  

 

1. ‘Priests’ 

2. Passers-by 

3. Professors 



“your name”– Speaking well  

Engagement under all conditions (Acts 17:16-21)  

 

“preach the word;  

be ready in season  

and out of season” 

(2 Tim 4:2) 

 



“your name”– Speaking well  

Engagement under all conditions (Acts 17:16-21)  

 

“proclaim the good news as a messenger; 

when the time is favourable 

and when circumstances seem unfavourable” 

(2 Tim 4:2) 

 



Modern Paradigm I 

 

To engage the world, we must be people 
who exalt Christ (worshippers) 
 

We fill the church with worshipping disciples 
on Sunday in order to fill the world with the 
same worshipping disciples on the other 
days. 

 



Modern Paradigm II 

 

To engage the world, we must leave the 
confines of church  

 

We assemble as a church on Sunday and 
dissolve into communities on the other days. 

 



Modern Paradigm III 

 

To engage the world, we must change 
our perspectives 

 

Our work in the world is neither accidental 
nor incidental. It’s Intentional.  

 



Our Work is 
Accidental  

Our Work is 
Incidental  

Our Work is 
Intentional 

Can only 
perspire 

Waiting to 
retire  

Seeking to 
inspire  

Victim of 
circumstance  

Cruising in 
circumstance  

Celebrate the 
circumstance  



3 Modern Paradigms  

 

1. To engage the world, we must be people 
who exalt Christ (worshippers) 

2. To engage the world, we must leave the 
confines of church  

3. To engage the world, we must change our 
perspectives 

 
 

 



 

I thought, “To be the voice of God, 

I’d climb the topmost steeple” 

But God remarked, 

“Get down from there, 

The ground is where there’re people!” 

 

- Kenny Tan (womb2tomb.blogspot.com) 



A certain fable says: One day 

A wanderer found a lump of clay 

So redolent of sweet perfume 

Its odours scented all the room.  

“What art thou?” was his quick demand.  

“Art thou some gem from Samarkand,  

Or spikenard in this rude disguise,  

Or other costly merchandise?” 

“Nay, I am but a lump of clay.” 

“Then, whence this wondrous perfume, say!” 

“Friend, if the secret I disclose— 

I have been dwelling with the rose.” 
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