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hope lost
God sees

grace shown
God hears

promise given
God remembers

Breakthrough!



Preamble 
Author’s Intent

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile 
an account of the things accomplished among us, 
just as they were handed down to us by those 
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word, it seemed fitting for me as 

well, having investigated everything 
carefully from the beginning, to write it out 
for you in consecutive order, most 

excellent Theophilus; so that you may 
know the exact truth about the things you 

have been taught. 

Luke 1:1-4



Background 
The place

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to a city in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the descendants 
of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.

Luke 1:26-27

not ‘kosher’
Galilee of the Gentiles (Matt 4:15)

small town
400-500 pax



Background 
The person

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to a city in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the 
descendants of David; and the virgin’s name 
was Mary.

Luke 1:26-27

betrothed teenage girl (12-14 yo)peasantry



Background 
Wedding preparations

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to a city in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the 
descendants of David; and the virgin’s name 
was Mary.

Luke 1:26-27

Betrothal (stage 1)

Familes pledge their children to each other

Betrothal (stage 2)

‘pre-nuptial agreement’ signed ; legally binding ;    
man had legal rights over the woman

ONE YEAR Wedding



Background 
Mary 

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to a city in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the 
descendants of David; and the virgin’s name 
was Mary.

Luke 1:26-27

teenage Jewish girl  

insignificant small town in a ‘looked-down’ province 

simple village life awaiting marriage 



Background 
Message 

And coming in, he said to her, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she 
was very perplexed at this statement, and 
kept pondering what kind of salutation this 
was.

Luke 1:28-29

It would change her life forever. 



God chooses

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the 
virgin’s name was Mary.

And coming in, he said to her, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.”

Luke 1:26-28 

Breakthrough! improbable

“Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found 

favor with God.”

Luke 1:30 
χάρις
charis

grace



“And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall 

name Him Jesus.”
Luke 1:31

οτι ουκ αδυνατησει παρα του 
θεου παν ρημα

Breakthrough!
God enables

impossible

“And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has 
also conceived a son in her old age; and she who 
was called barren is now in her sixth month.

For nothing will be impossible with 
God.”

Luke 1:36-37 

For not shall be impossible 
with God every word (rhema)

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So 
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 
God.”
Luke 1:35 



“He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High; and the Lord God will give 
Him the throne of His father David; and He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and His kingdom will have no end.”
Luke 1:32-33 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
So the holy one to be born will be called the 
Son of God.”
Luke 1:35 

Breakthrough!
God reveals

impact



And Mary said, 

“Behold, the bondslave of the Lord;
may it be done to me according to your word.” 



improbable
God chooses

impossible
God enables

impact
God reveals

Breakthrough!


