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A healthy relationship with God  
will ensure  

a healthy relationship with people 
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PART 1: God’s Relationship with us 

Matthew 7:7-12 

PART 2: Our Relationship with others 
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7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who 

asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the 

one who knocks it will be opened. 

Matthew 7:7-12 
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9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will 

give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 

serpent?  

Matthew 7:7-12 
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11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts 

to your children, how much more will your Father who is 

in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

Matthew 7:7-12 
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PART 1: God’s Relationship with us 

•  God will give good gifts to his children.  

•  They request and He gives.  

•  This shows a close relationship is possible with God and   

    people.  

•  Those who have such a close relationship, dwell with God.  
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RELIABILITY 

GOD’S RELATIONSHIP WITH US is based on . . .  

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you.  

God can be relied on always to meet us at our point of need 
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RECIPROCATION 

GOD’S RELATIONSHIP WITH US is based on . . .  

8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks 

finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 

God can be trusted to relate back to everyone 
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REALLIZATION 

GOD’S RELATIONSHIP WITH US is based on . . .  

11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts 

to your children, how much more will your Father who is 

in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

God will always do more than we ask. If we don’t have more than 
we have asked, we have either asked wrongly or have not fully 

comprehended what we have received! 
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A healthy relationship with God  
will ensure  

a healthy relationship with people 
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PART 1: God’s Relationship with us 

Matthew 7:7-12 

PART 2: Our Relationship with others 
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12 “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do 

also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 

Matthew 7:7-12 
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Emperor  
Alexander Severus 

“So whatever you wish 
that others would do to 
you, do also to them” 

Possible origin of “Golden Rule” 
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Bahai’ Faith 

“Ascribe not to any soul 
that which thou wouldst 
not have ascribed to thee, 
and say not that which 
thou doest not” 
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Buddhism 

“Hurt not others in ways 
that you yourself would 
find hurtful” 
 
Udana-Varga 5:18 
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Confucianism 

“What I do not wish men 
to do to me, I also wish 
not to do to men."  
 
Analects 15:23 
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Hinduism 

“This is the sum of duty: 
do not do to others what 
would cause pain if done 
to you” 
 
Mahabharata 5:1517 
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Islam 

“None of you [truly] 
believes until he wishes 
for his brother what he 
wishes for himself” 
 
Number 13 of Imam "Al-Nawawi's 
Forty Hadiths"  



 

 

 

Spiritual Living in a Secular World - Lessons from the Sermon on the Mount 

 

Jainism 

A man should wander 
about treating all 
creatures as he himself 
would be treated.  
 
"Sutrakritanga 1.11.33 
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Judaism 

“What is hateful to you, 
do not to your fellow 
man. This is the law: all 
the rest is commentary” 
 
Talmud, Shabbat 31a. 
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Taoism 

“Regard your neighbor’s 
gain as your gain, and 
your neighbor’s loss as 
your own loss.” 
 
Tai Shang Kan Yin P’ien 



 

 

 

Spiritual Living in a Secular World - Lessons from the Sermon on the Mount 

 

PART 2: Our Relationship with Others 

• The same way that a close relationship is possible with God and His 

people, a close relationship is possible with God’s people and others.  

• The same way God takes the initiative in his relationship with us, we 

need to take the inititive in our relationship with others. 

• The power of God’s dwelling with us can benefit our dealing with 

people. 
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OUR DESIRE TO BE RELIABLE 

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH PEOPLE is based on . . .  

12 “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do 

also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 
 

Be reliable on the basis of God’s relationship with you and your 
relationship to God’s Word 



 

 

 

Spiritual Living in a Secular World - Lessons from the Sermon on the Mount 

 

OUR DESIRE TO RECIPROCATE 

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH PEOPLE is based on . . .  

12 “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do 

also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 

Reciprocate because God created you to live at two levels. One, 
with communion with Him and two, in union with others 
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OUR DESIRE TO REALIZE 

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH PEOPLE is based on . . .  

12 “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do 

also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 

Realize that all our relationships, thoughts and actions must be in 
accordance with the Word of God 
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A healthy relationship with God  
will ensure  

a healthy relationship with people 
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RELIABILITY 

GOD’S RELATIONSHIP 
WITH US is based on . . .  

RECIPROCATION 

REALLIZATION 

OUR DESIRE TO BE RELIABLE 

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH 
PEOPLE is based on . . .  

OUR DESIRE TO RECIPROCATE 

OUR DESIRE TO REALIZE 


