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Read:  Luke 10:38-42 

Christ in the House of Martha and Mary  
by Vincenzo Campi (1536-1591) 



Martha 

• Probably the eldest in the family. Siblings were Mary 

and Lazarus. Lived in Bethany. 

• Their home was a popular “hang out” place for Jesus 

and disciples. 

• Jesus “loved” this family (John 11:5). 

• She was a practical woman (Luke 10:40; John 10:39). 



Mary 

• Probably the youngest in the family 

• Was the more emotional type of 

person (John 11:31, 33) 

• Anointed Jesus’ feet with expensive 

perfume as thanksgiving for raising 

Lazarus (John 12:1-11) 



38  Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. 
And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house.  

• Jesus entered Bethany. Jesus entered Martha's’ house 

• Many people entered Bethany. Only Jesus seems to 

have entered Martha’s home. 

• Martha welcomed Jesus. It was her responsibility to 

show hospitality. 



39 And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet 
and listened to his teaching. 

• Seems like Jesus taught both Martha and Mary 

• But, only Mary sat at his feet and listened. 

 



40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she 
went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my 
sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.”  

• Martha was distracted. Distractd from what? 

• The distraction resulted in her serving many things – “much.” 

• In her distraction, and her pre-occupation, she had lost 

connection to Jesus – so she went up to him to speak to him. 

 

 



40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she 
went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my 
sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.”  

• Martha said: “don’t you care?” – I am caring for you. don’t you 

care for me? 

• “My sister has left me to serve alone” – sister is caring for you 

by only listening to you. 

• “Tell her to help me” – tell her to listen while                                         

serving 



41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you 
are anxious and troubled about many things,  

• “Martha, Martha” – emphatic addess 

• “Anxious and troubled by many things” – you have brought 

yourself many negative feelings 

• “many things” – you are trying to serve me in many ways 

 



42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, 
which will not be taken away from her.” 

Mary’s Choice Martha’s Choice 

Chose to sit at Jesus’ feet Chose to be away from Jesus’ feet 

Didn’t get distracted 

The choice is a good 
portion 

Was distracted 

The choice was not a  
good portion 

Has long term blessings Does not have long 
term blessings 



42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, 
which will not be taken away from her.” 

Mary’s Choice Martha’s Choice 

“Martha, Martha, you are busy with many courses when one dish 

would be quite sufficient. Mary has chosen the best dish, which 

shall not be taken away from her.”  

– H. V. Morton 



Desired to be hospitable Desired to be concerned about the 
Words of Jesus  

Ended up serving in many 
ways Ended up serving in only one way 

BE hospitable – DO many 
acts of service 

BE fully engaged – DO 
sit and listen 



BE hospitable – DO many 
acts of service 

BE fully engaged – DO sit 
and listen 

BEING decided the DOING 

What you are results in what you do 

DOING is a result of your BEING 



DOING BEING 

If you are being selfish, when you begin to pray = your 

prayers you do will be about yourself 



DOING BEING 

If you are being impatient = you will try to work things out 
yourself 



DOING BEING 

If you are craving for affirmation = you will do many acts 
of ministry to find affirmation 



DOING BEING 

If you are feeling disconnected from God = you will 
attempt to stay away from godly things 



DOING BEING 

If your motivation is to show off your spirituality = you will 
“show off” your spirituality – maybe pray louder than 
others, always talk about what you are doing etc. 



Singapore should now aim to be First World society: Lim Siong 

Guan 

Mr Lim gave his second lecture as S R Nathan Fellow for the Study of Singapore, at NUS last night 

[10/10/17] 



What are your innermost, most important desires as a Disciple? 

I want to BE connected to Jesus on a daily basis 

I want to BE a follower of Jesus 

I want to BE Holy 



















Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu 



Budget your time with God, for 

restoring your inner resources. There 

are many good things you could do, 

but the good can become the enemy 

of the best. Know your limits and work 

within them.  

Adapted from Bible.Org, Process Spirituality: Being vs Doing 

Tip 1 How to BE with God 



Free yourself from bondage to the 

opinions, agendas, and expectations 

of others. Do not find affirmation in 

negative or unfair words spoken 

about you. 

Adapted from Bible.Org, Process Spirituality: Being vs Doing 

Tip 2 How to BE with God 



Seek a balance between rest and 

work, recharging and discharging, 

depth and breadth, inward and 

outward, reflection and practice, 

thinking and application, contentment 

and accomplishment. 

Adapted from Bible.Org, Process Spirituality: Being vs Doing 

Tip 3 How to BE with God 



Learn how you learn. Ask yourself, 

“how do I recharge? How do I find 

freshness.” Then go ahead and do it. 

Adapted from Bible.Org, Process Spirituality: Being vs Doing 

Tip 4 How to BE with God 





Take good rest. Resist the temptation 

to allow work to invade rest. 

Adapted from Bible.Org, Process Spirituality: Being vs Doing 

Tip 5 How to BE with God 



Singaporeans not clocking enough sleep, study finds 

Singaporeans not clocking enough sleep, study finds 

SingHealth poll shows four in 10 people slept less than seven hours on weekday nights 
[11/01/17] 



Look for ways to reduce your 

commitments so that you will not do a 

shoddy job on numerous tasks instead 

of an excellent job on a few. It is 

better to pursue excellence in a few 

things and do it well for the Lord than 

do many things with mediocre effort. 

Adapted from Bible.Org, Process Spirituality: Being vs Doing 

Tip 6 How to BE with God 





Be aware of the distinction 

between chronos (chronological, 

everyday events) and kairos (special 

opportunities and occurrences). Seek 

to be available to make the most of 

the opportunities or kairos moments 

God providentially gives you. 

Adapted from Bible.Org, Process Spirituality: Being vs Doing 

Tip 7 How to BE with God 




