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God’s favour 

Could not recognise 
Did not expect 

Even though it was there all 
along 

 



What is 
favour? 



What is favour? 

• The approval, support, or liking for someone or 
something. 

 

• To feel or show approval or preference for. 
 



Promotion = Outward Favour & Approval 



What is God’s favour? 

• God’s demonstrated delight in you.  

 

• It could be material or non-material blessing. 
 



Biblical example of God’s 
favour 
• Joseph 

• Successful, greatly favoured  

• Result: Made overseer of the household (Gen. 
39:4) 

 

• Mary  

• She was favored by God 

• Result: Entrusted with carrying Jesus as her child 

 



Receiving benefits or being entrusted with a task 
from God was God’s way of demonstrating His 
delight in a particular person. 
 
However, 
 

The presence of difficulties in a person’s life does 
not mean there is a lack of favour from God. 

What is favour? 



Not all who have “blessings in life”,  
have favour from God. 

 

Righteous are you, O Lord, when I complain to you; 
yet I would plead my case before you. Why does the 
way of the wicked prosper? Why do all who are 
treacherous thrive? 

Jeremiah 12:1 

 
 

What is favour? 



Favour and blessings are linked 
 

If you have God’s favour he will demonstrate his 
delight in you through blessings 

 

What is favour? 



avor lessing 



1. Favor Comes At God’s 
Timing 



1 When two full years had passed, 
Pharaoh had a dream: 
….. 

Then Pharaoh woke up. 

 

5 He fell asleep again and had a second dream 

…... 

Then Pharaoh woke up; it had been a dream. 

 
 
 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 

Gen 41:1-14 



8 In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent 
for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh 
told them his dreams, but no one could interpret 
them for him.  

9 Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “Today I 
am reminded of my shortcomings.  

10 Pharaoh was once angry with his servants, and he 
imprisoned me and the chief baker in the house of 
the captain of the guard.  

11 Each of us had a dream the same night, and each 
dream had a meaning of its own. 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 

Gen 41:1-14 



12 Now a young Hebrew was there with us, a servant 
of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams, 
and he interpreted them for us, giving each man the 
interpretation of his dream.  

13 And things turned out exactly as he interpreted 
them to us I was restored to my position, and the 
other man was impaled.” 

14 So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly 
brought from the dungeon. When he had shaved and 
changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh. 

 

 
 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 

Gen 41:1-14 



1. Favor Comes At God’s 
Timing 
 

When two years have passed… 

Joseph’s Story 

















12 “This is what it means,” Joseph said to him. “The 
three branches are three days. 13 Within three days 
Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to 
your position, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his 
hand, just as you used to do when you were his 
cupbearer. 14 But when all goes well with you, 
remember me and show me kindness; mention me 
to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. 15 I was 
forcibly carried off from the land of the Hebrews, and 
even here I have done nothing to deserve being put 
in a dungeon.” 

Gen 40:12-15 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 





The chief cup bearer, however, did not 
remember Joseph; he forgot him.” 

 
 



Gen 41:1-14 

 

1 When two full years had passed, 
Pharaoh had a dream: 
….. 

Then Pharaoh woke up. 

 

5 He fell asleep again and had a second dream 

…... 

Then Pharaoh woke up; it had been a dream. 

 
 
 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 



Joseph was forgotten for 2 years 
 Was God’s favor upon him? 
 

Yes! 
 Just not at Joseph’s timing 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 





Gen 41:8  In the morning his mind was troubled, so 
he sent for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt. 
Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could 
interpret them for him. 

 







Waiting is not our best forte? 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 



• Our timetable don’t coincide w God’s 
timetable 

• Allowed 13 years of slavery and 
imprisonment 

• 2 years in prison before dreams  

God’s 
timing 

• God’s perfect timing 
• To fulfill a greater and bigger plan 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 



Rest in God’s Perfect Timing 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 



Annie Johnson 
Flint 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 



God hath not promised skies always blue,  

Flower-strewn pathways all our lives through; 

God hath not promised sun without rain,  

Joy without sorrow, peace without pain. 

 
God hath not promised we shall not know 

Toil and temptation, trouble and woe; 

He hath not told us we shall not bear 

many a burden, many a care.  

 
 

God Hath Not Promised 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 



God hath not promised smooth roads and wide, 

Swift, easy travel, needing no guide; 

Never a mountain rocky and steep, 

Never a river turbid and deep 

 
 

But God hath promised strength for the day, 

Rest for the labor, light for the way, 

Grace for the trials, help from above,  

Unfailing sympathy, undying love 

 
 

1. Favor Comes At God’s Timing 



1. Favor Comes At God’s 
Timing 
• Sometimes God requires us to go through a season 

of pain and suffering  

 

• He calls us to rest in His perfect timing 

 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 



Genesis 41:15-40  

 

15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no 
one can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you 
that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” 

 
16 “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh,  
“but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.” 

 
 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 



 

17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, …. (Pharaoh 
explains his dream) I told this to the magicians, but 
none of them could explain it to me.” 

 
25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of 
Pharaoh are one and the same. God has revealed to 
Pharaoh what he is about to do. …… (joseph 
interprets the dream) 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 

Genesis 41:15-40  



32 The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in 
two forms  is that the matter has been firmly decided 
by God, and God will do it soon. 

 

33 “And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and 
wise man and put him in charge of the land of Egypt.  

 

34 Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land  

to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the 
seven years of abundance.  

 
 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 

Genesis 41:15-40  



35 They should collect all the food of these good 
years that are coming and store up the grain under 
the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for 
food.  

 

36 This food should be held in reserve for the 
country, to be used during the seven years of famine 
that will come upon Egypt, so that the country may 
not be ruined by the famine.”  
 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 

Genesis 41:15-40  



37 The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his 
officials.  

 
38 So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find anyone like 
this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?” 

 
 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 

Genesis 41:15-40  



39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has 
made all this known to you, there is no one so 
discerning and wise as you.  

 

40 You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my 
people are to submit to your orders. Only with 
respect to the throne will I be greater than you.” 

 
 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 

Genesis 41:15-40  



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 

• From prisoner to position of power 

 

• Large parts of Joseph’s favored life were not 
pleasant. 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 
1. Sold to Egypt  

1. From favoured son to slave 
 

2. Slave at Potiphar’s house 
1. From honoured slave to prisoner 
 

3. Thrown in prison 
1. forgotten 
 

God’s favor came in Joseph’s challenging 
circumstances 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 

• As a slave, Joseph found favor with Potiphar 

 

Joseph found favor in his(Potiphar) eyes and 
became his attendant. Potiphar put him in 
charge of his household, and he entrusted to 
his care everything he owned.  

Gen 39:4 
 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 
• As a prisoner, Joseph found favor with the prison 

warden 
 

But while Joseph was there in the prison, the Lord was 
with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor 
in the eyes of the prison warden. So the warden put 
Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he 
was made responsible for all that was done there. The 
warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s 
care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave him 
success in whatever he did. 
 
Gen 29:20-23 
 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 
• Although in prison 

• Met Cupbearer 

• Then Pharaoh 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 
• God showed favour 

• Interpretation of dream 

• Solution to the problem 

• Events happened 

• So that God’s GREATER plan can be fulfilled 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 

Joseph’s promotion 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 

Joseph’s promotion 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 

Joseph’s promotion 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 

Joseph’s promotion 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 

Mannasseh:  
God has made 
me forget all 
my trouble 
 
Ephraim:  
God has made 
me fruitful in 
the land of my 
suffering 



2. Favor can come in 
challenging circumstances 
• Joseph’s life 

• Attitude and posture of heart 

• Always did honourable thing 

• Spirit of excellence 

• Pointed others to God 



In tough circumstances,  
are we more like Joseph  

or less like Joseph? 

What about us? 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 



John Sung 

• Eg of how God 
favour comes in 

difficulty 
 

• Key person in 
Chinese revival 

1927-1937 
 

• John Wesley of 
China 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 



John Sung 

• Unjustly locked 
in asylum for 7 
months 
 

• Read through 
bible 40 times 
 

• God used it to 
prepare him 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 



God’s favour come in unlikely 
packages 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 



• Hurtful words from family 

• Betrayed by friend 

• Misunderstand at work 

• Pain and separation 

• Felt forgotten/under appreciated 

• Disappointment 

• Sense of hopelessness 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 



• Looking to how we respond to adversity 
• God is orchestrating something bigger? 
• God wants to challenge us to do the 

honourable thing 

Gods favour come in 
unlikely packages 

• We can stand before him unashamed 

2. Favor can come in challenging circumstances 



3. Favor comes with God’s 
purpose 



Genesis 41:53-57 

53 The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to 
an end,  

54 and the seven years of famine began, 

just as Joseph had said.  

There was famine in all the other lands,  

but in the whole land of Egypt there was food. 

 
 

3. Favor comes with God’s purpose 



55 When all Egypt began to feel the famine, the people 
cried to Pharaoh for food. Then Pharaoh told all the 
Egyptians, “Go to Joseph and do what he tells you.” 
 

56 When the famine had spread over the whole country, 
Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold grain to the 
Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout Egypt.  

 
57 And all the world came to Egypt to buy grain from 
Joseph, because the famine was severe everywhere. 

3. Favor comes with God’s purpose 

Genesis 41:53-57 



3. Favor comes with God’s purpose 



• “neighbouring countries affected by the 
famine too” 

• God provided a solution through joseph 

3. Favour comes with God’s 
purpose 

• In context of Genesis: 
• God fulfilled covenant promise given to 

Abraham 
Gen 12:2 "I will make you into a great nation, 
and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing. 



3. Favour comes with God’s 
purpose 



• Lack of interaction > lack of empathy > 
reluctance to support policies to support 
lower classes 

• We are individualistic. 
• “what’s in it for me?” 

• Don’t really think about benefit of 
nation/church 

3. Favour comes with God’s 
purpose 



• Bible world view: community orientated 
• Collectivistic culture 
• Group interest take priority over individual interest 
• Joseph’s account: 
• God’s favour comes w his purpose 
• To bless whole community/nation 
• God wants us to experience him and his blessing SO 

THAT we can bless others 

3. Favour comes with God’s 
purpose 



Key lessons: 
• Have a bigger perspective 

“How are you using this situation to bless others” 
Look out for others and bless them 

3. Favour comes with God’s 
purpose 



3. Favour comes with God’s 
purpose 



3. Favour comes with God’s 
purpose 



• Same source: River 
Jordan 
 

• Sea of Galilee: input 
and output 
 

• Dead Sea: input 
only 

3. Favour comes with God’s 
purpose 



Blessed to be a blessing 



1.Favour at God’s timing 
2.Favour in difficult 
circumstances 
3. Favour with God’s purpose 



1) Those struggling in a difficult 
situation 
- To trust God more 

Altar call 

2) To be more community-centric 
- Ask God to use us to bless other more 


