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•  A god exists who created the world and 
watches over it. 

• God wants people to be good, nice, and fair 
to each other.  

• The central goal of life is to be happy and to 
feel good about oneself.  

• God does not need to be intricately involved 
in my life unless I need him to do something.  

• Good people get rewarded in the end. 

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 



Consequential Faith 

Christianity 
is not a belief system but  
a relationship to nurture,  

a community to belong and  
a call to live out. 

  



A Relationship To Nurture 

23 Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross 

daily and follow me.” 

Luke 9:23 

 
 16 But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and 

prayed.  

    Luke 5:16 
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A Relationship To Nurture 

Believe: to prize, treasure or hold dear  

(root: love) 

 

To Believe: To love something or  

someone as an act of trust or loyalty. 
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A Relationship To Nurture 

 
16 For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 

      John 3:16 
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A Community To Belong 

Believing 

 

 

Behaving 

 

 

Belonging 
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A Community To Belong 
16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 

lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow 
me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for 

people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 
19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son 
of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing 

their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left 
their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and 

followed him. 

Mark 1:16 – 20 
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A Community To Belong 

34 “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another.35 By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one another.  

John 13:34-35 
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A Community To Belong 

We are to love the Church  

that Christ loved even if we are  

deeply dissatisfied with her.  

And to love the Church is to help  

her become who she really is. 
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A Call To Live Out 

“…and gave us the ministry of reconciliation… 20 We 
are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through us. We implore you 
on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

1 Cor 5:18-20 
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A Call To Live Out 

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
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A Call To Live Out 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father 
has sent me, I am sending you.”  

John 20:21-22 

 

The Father and the Son sending the Spirit was 
expanded to yet another movement:  

“The Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

sending the church into the world.” 
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A Call To Live Out 

“Mission is not primarily an activity of the church, but 
an attribute of God. God is a missionary God.”  

David Bosch 

 

The rationale for mission is shifted to God’s initiative 
and the Triune God is the acting subject of mission 

rather than the church. 
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