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Preamble 
Author’s Intent

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile 
an account of the things accomplished among us, 
just as they were handed down to us by those 
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word, it seemed fitting for me as 

well, having investigated everything 
carefully from the beginning, to write it out 
for you in consecutive order, most 

excellent Theophilus; so that you may 
know the exact truth about the things you 

have been taught. 

Luke 1:1-4



Background 
Zechariah and Elizabeth 

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was 
a priest named Zacharias, of the division of 
Abijah; and he had a wife from the daughters 
of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.

They were both righteous in the sight of God, 
walking blamelessly in all the commandments 
and requirements of the Lord.

But they had no child, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and they were both advanced in years.

priestly line morally and ceremonially
blameless

old and childless



Background 

Now it happened that while he was performing his priestly service before God in the 
appointed order of his division, according to the custom of the priestly office, he was 
chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude 
of the people were in prayer outside at the hour of the incense offering.

Zechariah’s duty

18,000 
priests + levites

7,000+ priests

24 divisions

twice a year
1 week
duties

1. remove ashes 
from former service

2. take hot coals 
from alter of burnt 
offering and place 

on golden altar 

3. sprinkle incense 
and offer intercession
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Now it happened that while he was performing his priestly service before God in the 
appointed order of his division, according to the custom of the priestly office, he was 

chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole 
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Background 

And an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense.
Zacharias was troubled when he saw the angel, and fear gripped him.

Zechariah’s duty



God sees

They were both righteous in the sight of 

God, walking blamelessly in all the 

commandments and requirements of the Lord.

But they had no child, because Elizabeth was 

barren, and they were both advanced in 
years.
Luke 1:6-7

Breakthrough!

“This is the way the Lord has dealt with me in 
the days when He looked with favor upon me, 

to take away my disgrace among men.”

Luke 1:25

hope lost



And an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
standing to the right of the altar of incense.
Zacharias was troubled when he saw the angel, 
and fear gripped him.
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 

Zacharias, for your petition has been 
heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 

son, and you will give him the name John.

“You will have joy and gladness, and 

many will rejoice at his birth.
Luke 1:11-14

John
“Jehovah is a gracious giver”

Breakthrough!
God hears

grace shown



“For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and 
he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s 
womb.
And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back 
to the Lord their God.
It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in 
the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts 
of the fathers back to the children, and the 
disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as 
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
Luke 1:15-17

Breakthrough! promise given



“Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and 
he will clear the way before Me. And the LORD, 
whom you seek, will suddenly come to his 
temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in 
whom you delight, behold, he is coming.”
Malachi 3:1

“Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the 
prophet before the coming of the great and 
terrible day of the Lord.
He will restore the hearts of the fathers to 
their children and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers, so that I will not come and smite 
the land with a curse.”
Malachi 4:5-6

Breakthrough!
God remembers

promise given



hope lost
God sees

grace shown
God hears

promise given
God remembers

Breakthrough!


