
Standing Out
as an agent of redemption

Daniel 2 and 3



The Characters

• Nebuchadnezzar 

• Daniel 

• Hananiah, Mishael, Aazriah



Building bridges

Knowing boundaries

Giving best



A Quick Timeline

Daniel 1 - Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
Azariah in training

Daniel 2 - Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
Azariah in service

Daniel 3 - (Daniel), Hananiah, Mishael, 
Azariah in testing



Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 2) 

Head of Gold 

Chest and arms of Silver

Belly and thighs of Bronze 

Legs of Iron

Feet of iron and clay



“a stone cut by no human 
hand, and it struck the 
image on its feet of iron 
and clay, and broke them 
in pieces”
Daniel 2:34

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream



“then the iron, the clay, 
the bronze, the silver, and 
the gold, all together were 
broken in pieces … the 
wind carried them away, 
so that not a trace of them 
can be found…”
Daniel 2:35

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream



“Blessed be the name of 
God forever and ever, to 
whom belong wisdom and 
might. HE CHANGES THE 
TIMES AND SEASONS; HE 
REMOVES KINGS AND SETS 
UP KINGS …”
Daniel 2:20-21a

Daniel’s Dream and Proclamation



“you are the head of gold…” (Daniel 2:38)

“Another kingdom inferior to you shall rise after 
you, and yet a third kingdom … ” (Daniel 2:39)

“And there shall be a fourth kingdom …”  (Daniel 2:40)

“it shall be a divided kingdom … the kingdom shall 
be partly strong and partly brittle … they will not 
hold together …”  (Daniel 2:41)

“the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be 
destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall 
break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it 
shall stand forever …” (Daniel 2:44)

Daniel’s Interpretation



Daniel Chapter 2

“Your kingdom is temporary”

“Your power is temporary”

“Future kingdoms will be divided”

“Future powers will be lessened ”

Except for the one that God will set up 

God’s Proclamation



Daniel Chapter 3

Nebuchadnezzar’s Rebellion

“King Nebuchadnezzar made an image 
of gold, whose height was sixty cubits 
and its breadth six cubits” (Daniel 3:1) 

“sent to gather the satraps, the 
prefects, and the governors, the 
counselors, the treasurers, the justices, 
the magistrates, and all the officials of 
the provinces to come to the dedication 
of the image..” (Daniel 3:2) 



Daniel Chapter 3

Nebuchadnezzar’s Rebellion

“when you hear the sound of the horn, 
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 
every kind of music, you are to fall down 
and worship the golden image …” 
(Daniel 3:5) 

“whoever does not fall down and 
worship shall immediately be cast into 
a burning fiery furnace” (Daniel 3:6) 



Daniel Chapter 3

Nebuchadnezzar’s Proclamation

“My kingdom will last forever” 

“I will exert political and religious 
dominion”



Daniel Chapter 3

The Jews’ Proclamation

“These men, O king, pay no attention to 
you; they do not serve your gods or 
worship the golden image that you have 
set up” (Daniel 3:12) 

“If this be so, our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of your 
hand, O king. But if not, be it known to 
you, O king, that we will not serve your 
gods or worship the golden image that 
you have set up” (Daniel 3:17-18) 



Daniel Chapter 3

The Jews’ Proclamation

“We serve in your kingdom but we serve 
our God and King” 

“You exert power over us, but our God 
will deliver us” 



From B.C. to A.D.

Our Context

Rejection of Jesus and His Lordship

Embracing false gods 

Self-Sufficiency and Worship of Self



From B.C. to A.D.

Our Consequence

Loss of security 

Loss of safety

Loss of support



From B.C. to A.D.

Our Choice

To conform

To compromise

To confront



From B.C. to A.D.

Our Certainty

His Presence

His Deliverance

But he (Stephen), being full of the Holy Spirit, 
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and 
said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”
And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on 
God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
(Acts 7:55-56, 59)



From B.C. to A.D.

REFLECTION

Are we encountering situations like Daniel and his three friends 
where we are pressured or tempted to compromise?  

Trust in God’s presence 
and deliverance

Bow before Him in 
submission so that we 
can stand during 
confrontation 



"We are not diplomats but prophets, and our 
message is not a compromise but an ultimatum."

- A. W. Tozer


