
New Beginnings 

Joshua 3:1-4 







Era 
1. a period of time marked by distinctive character, events, 

etc.:  
The conquest of Canaan marked the beginning of an era. 

2. the period of time to which anything belongs or is to be 

assigned:  
He was born in the era of the united kingdom of Israel history. 

3. a system of chronologic notation reckoned from a given 

date:  
The era of the Romans was based upon the time the city of Rome 

was founded. 

4. a point of time from which succeeding years are numbered, 

as at the beginning of a system of chronology:  
Caesar died many years before our era. 

5. a date or an event forming the beginning of any distinctive 

period:  
The year 1948 marks an era in world history. 



Joshua 3:1-4 

1Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set 

out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they 

camped before crossing over. 2After three days the 

officers went throughout the camp, 3giving orders to 

the people: “When you see the ark of the covenant of 

the Lord your God, and the Levitical priests carrying it, 

you are to move out from your positions and follow it. 
4Then you will know which way to go, since you have 

never been this way before. But keep a distance of 

about two thousand cubits between you and the ark; 

do not go near it.” 



Joshua 1:12-15 

12 But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of 

Manasseh, Joshua said, 13 “Remember the command that 

Moses the servant of the Lord gave you after he said, ‘The Lord 

your God will give you rest by giving you this land.’ 14 Your 

wives, your children and your livestock may stay in the land that 

Moses gave you east of the Jordan, but all your fighting men, 

ready for battle, must cross over ahead of your fellow Israelites. 

You are to help them 15 until the Lord gives them rest, as he has 

done for you, and until they too have taken possession of the 

land the Lord your God is giving them. After that, you may go 

back and occupy your own land, which Moses the servant of the 

Lord gave you east of the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 



Background 

• After wandering in the wilderness for 

40 years 

• Moses has died 

• Joshua is the new leader 

• The children of Israel are at Shittim 





With Every Ending Comes a 
New Beginning 



End of Old - Start of 

New 
• Moses to Joshua 

• Old Generation to 

New Generation 

• Wandering to 

Crossing 

Where to start? 



Ark of the Covenant 

1Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set 

out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they 

camped before crossing over. 2After three days the 

officers went throughout the camp, 3giving orders to 

the people: “When you see the ark of the covenant of 

the Lord your God, and the Levitical priests carrying it, 

you are to move out from your positions and follow it. 
4Then you will know which way to go, since you have 

never been this way before. But keep a distance of 

about two thousand cubits between you and the ark; 

do not go near it.” 



New Beginnings 

• Move out from your positions and  

• Follow it.  

• Then you will know which way to go, 

since you have never been this way 

before. 



Consecrate 

Yourselves 

Joshua told the people, “Consecrate 

yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will 

do amazing things among you.” Joshua 

3:5 

• Set apart for God, make holy - God is 

among us 



Cross Over 

The priests who carried the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord stopped in the 

middle of the Jordan and stood on dry 

ground, while all Israel passed by until the 

whole nation had completed the crossing 

on dry ground. Joshua 3:17 

• Full commitment  





Circumcision 

At that time the Lord said to Joshua, 

“Make flint knives and circumcise the 

Israelites again.” So Joshua made flint 

knives and circumcised the Israelites at 

Gibeath Haaraloth.  Joshua 5:2 

• We belong to God 



Reproach Rolled Away 

Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I 

have rolled away the reproach of Egypt 

from you.” So the place has been called 

Gilgal to this day.  Joshua 5:9 

• Bondages and shames are broken 



Reproach for Christ 

24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused 

to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 

He chose to be mistreated along with the people 

of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures 

of sin. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of 

Christ as of greater value than the treasures of 

Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his 

reward.  Hebrews 11:24-26 

• Unashamed of your identity in Christ 



God of New 

Beginnings 

18 “Forget the former things; do not 

dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a 

new thing! Now it springs up; do you 

not perceive it? I am making a way in 

the wilderness and streams in the 

wasteland. Isaiah 43:18-19 


