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Matthew 2:1-12

The Visit of the Wise Men

1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the

days of Herod the king, behold, wise mena from the east

came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been

born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it roseb

and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king

heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;

4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the

people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be

born.

http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/esv/matthew/2.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/esv/matthew/2.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-4.htm


Matthew 2:1-12

5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written
by the prophet:

6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-6.htm


Matthew 2:1-12

7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and
ascertained from them what time the star had appeared.
8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him,
bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”

http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-8.htm


Matthew 2:1-12

9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold,
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until
it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And
going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and
myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed to their own country by another way.

http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-12.htm


Matthew 2:1-12
Reference Remarks

Matt 1:1-17 Focus: Jesus is the Son of Man

- Earthly genealogy

- Promise of Abraham; and Son of David

Matt 1:18-25 Focus: Jesus is the Son of God

- Supernatural birth

Matt 2:1-12 Focus: v6: That from Bethlehem will come a ruler who will shepherd Israel







Jesus vs Herod
Jesus Herod

Child Powerful

House Palace

Compassionate Ruthless
Insecure
Tyrannical

Prophesized to be ruler and shepherd Idumaen – ie. an Edomite; not by 
Jewish descent



The Wise Men

• Priestly caste

• From the east – Mesopotamia / Persia / Babylonia

• Renowned in their community for their learning & wisdom

• Astronomy; Magic

• Wizard; Sorcerer





1. They Observed



2. They took Action



2. They took Action



3. They Respond

The Visit of the Wise Men

1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the

days of Herod the king, behold, wise mena from the east

came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been

born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it

roseb and have come to worship him.”

http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/esv/matthew/2.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/esv/matthew/2.htm#footnotes


3. They Respond

9…… And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child
was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy. 11And going into the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh.

http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/2-11.htm
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3. They Respond
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3. They Respond

▪ V10a: Rejoiced exceedingly with great joy
▪ chairó: to rejoice, be glad

▪ Original Word: χαίρω

▪ Phonetic Spelling: (khah'-ee-ro)

▪ Definition: to rejoice, be glad

▪ Usage: I rejoice, am glad; also a salutation: Hail.

▪ V10a: Rejoiced exceedingly with great joy
▪ chara: joy, delight

▪ Original Word: χαρά, ᾶς, ἡ

▪ Phonetic Spelling: (khar-ah')

▪ Definition: joy, delight

▪ Usage: joy, gladness, a source of joy



3. They Respond

▪ V11a: …they fell down and worshipped him.
• proskuneó: to do reverence to

• Original Word: προσκυνέω

• Phonetic Spelling: (pros-koo-neh'-o)

• Definition: to do reverence to

• Usage: I go down on my knees to, do obeisance to, worship

• V11a: …they fell down and worshipped him.
• piptó: to fall

• Original Word: πίπτω

• Phonetic Spelling: (pip'-to)

• Definition: to fall

• Usage: I fall, fall under (as under condemnation), all prostrate



3. They Dream

▪ V12: And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed to their own country by another way



The ROAD to being wise…


