
Speaking Out
as an agent of redemption

Daniel 5 and 7



Building Bridges

Knowing Boundaries

Giving Best

Sticking Out



Our Context

Standing Out

Our Consequence

Our Choice

Our Certainty



The Characters

• Nebuchadnezzar

• Belshazzar

• Daniel 



NABOPOLASSAR
(Founder of the Dynasty)

NEBUCHADNEZZAR
(Son of Nabopolassar)

AMEL-MARDUK
(Son of Nebuchadnezzar)

NERIGLISSAR
(Son-in law of 

Nebuchadnezzar)

LABASHI-MARDUK
(Son of Neriglissar)

NABONIDUS
(Son-in law of 

Nebuchadnezzar)

BELSHAZZAR
(Son of Nabonidus)

The Family Tree

(627-605 BC)

(562-560 BC)
(560-556 BC)

(556 BC)

(556-539 BC)

(553-539 BC)



605 BC 

539 BC 

Nebuchadnezzar invades Jerusalem. 
Daniel and friends taken to Babylon.

Nebuchadnezzar invades 
Jerusalem a second time. 
10,000 captives taken to 
Babylon. 
(2 Kings 24:8-20)

597 BC

588 BC

Nebuchadnezzar attacks 
Jerusalem a third time. City 
destroyed. Temple burned 
in 585 BC.  
(2 Kings 25:1-7)

Daniel 1

Daniel 3

Daniel 5 Babylon overthrown. Medo-Persian 
empire established. 



Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (Daniel 2) 

Head of Gold 

Chest and arms of Silver

Belly and thighs of Bronze 

Legs of Iron

Feet of iron and clay

Babylonian Empire

Medo-Persian Empire



Living Through 

Captivity 

Daniel 1 – 5  (605 – 539 BC) 

Growing old through 70 years in captivity 



Living Through 

Captivity 

Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold and 
of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple in 
Jerusalem be brought, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines 
might drink from them. Then they brought in the golden vessels that had been 
taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his 
lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. They drank wine and 
praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood and stone. 

Daniel 5:2-4 

Depravity



Living Through 

Captivity 

Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster 
of the wall of the king’s palace, opposite the lampstand.

And this is the writing that was inscribed: Mene, Mene, Tekel, and Parsin.

Daniel 5:5,25 

Depravity



Living Through 

Captivity 

“There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods. In the 
days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of 
the gods were found in him …”

Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to 
Daniel, “You are that Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom the king my 
father brought from Judah. 

Daniel 5:11-13 

Depravity

Indignity



Living Through 

Captivity 

Depravity

Indignity

How does one stay the course and 
fulfil the God’s purpose? 



Staying the course

Catch the sight

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions 
of his head as he lay in his bed. “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the 
four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. And four great beasts 
came up out of the sea, different from one another.”

Daniel 7:1-2



Staying the course

As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his 
clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne 
was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and 
came out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, 
and the books were opened. 

Daniel 7:9-10

Catch the sight



Staying the course

and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and 
he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And to him 
was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

Daniel 7:13-14 

Catch the sight



Staying the course

And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king 
inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and 
enchanters that were in all his kingdom.

Daniel 1:20

Catch the sight

Earn the right



Staying the course

In the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom like the 
wisdom of the gods were found in him, and King Nebuchadnezzar, your 
father—your father the king—made him chief of the magicians, enchanters, 
Chaldeans, and astrologers, because an excellent spirit, knowledge, and 
understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were 
found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. 

Daniel 5:11-12

Earn the right

Catch the sight



Staying the course

they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, 
and no error or fault was found in him.

Daniel 6:4

Catch the sight

Earn the right



Staying the course

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, 
and give your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the 
king and make known to him the interpretation.

Daniel 5:17

Catch the sight

Earn the right

Speak the light 



Staying the course

And you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all 
this, but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven. And the vessels 
of his house have been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your 
wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them. And you have praised 
the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see 
or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are all 
your ways, you have not honoured. 

Daniel 5:22-23

Catch the sight

Earn the right

Speak the light 



Staying the course

And this is the writing that was inscribed: Mene, Mene, Tekel, and Parsin. This is 
the interpretation of the matter: Mene, God has numbered the days of your 
kingdom and brought it to an end; Tekel, you have been weighed in the 
balances and found wanting; Peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the 
Medes and Persians.

Daniel 5:25-28

Catch the sight

Earn the right

Speak the light 



Staying the course

Catch the sight

Earn the right

Speak the light 



From B.C. to A.D.

REFLECTION

Are we finding it challenging to stay the course, especially when 
there is no deliverance in sight, and the journey seems long?   

Bow before Him in 
submission so that we can 
stand during confrontation 

Listen in to Him so that 
we can speak out to others  



"We are not diplomats but prophets, and our 
message is not a compromise but an ultimatum."

- A. W. Tozer


