
Matthew 5:17-26 

Spiritual Living in a Secular World sermon series  
from the Sermon on the Mount 



   The Law = Basically constituted the Ten Commandments  

 
How many of the 

10 
Commandments 

do you 
remember?  

How do you keep 
them in your 

mind? 



17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  
 

18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 

an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 

accomplished.  

Matthew 5:17-20 



19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them 

and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven.  

Matthew 5:17-20 



20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Matthew 5:17-20 



17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Law or the Prophets = Old Testament 
 



17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 

them.  

Matthew 5:17 

 

The purpose of His coming = to fulfill the 
Old Testament 

 

A Fresh Revelation 



18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 

an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 

accomplished.  

Matthew 5:17 

 

For truly I say to you = emphatic statement 
 

A Fresh Revelation 



18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 

an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 

accomplished.  

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

 

Iota and a dot = smallest strokes of the 
Hebrew alphabet  

 



18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 

an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 

accomplished.  

Matthew 5:18 

A Fresh Revelation 

 

The Scripture will be definitely fulfilled in 
Jesus 



19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Relaxes = ESV / ISV 



19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Sets aside = NIV 



19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Annuls = NASB 



19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Breaks = KJV / NET 



19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Relaxes = “does not place the same emphasis” 



19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Relaxes = the Pharisees 
Teaches the same = the Scribes 



19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Relax and teach it = least 
Don’t relax it and don’t teach it = greatest 



19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Least and greatest = is viewed in the context 
of the Kingdom of God 



19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:19 

The Role of Jesus 

Those who practice and teach the Scriptures 
that Jesus came to fulfil in a proper manner 

will be great in the Kingdom of Heaven 



19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5:19 

The Role of Jesus 

Pharisees and Scribes are least in the  
Kingdom of Heaven 



A Fresh 
Revelation 

Those who practice and teach the Scriptures 
that Jesus came to fulfil in a proper manner 

will be great the Kingdom of Heaven 

 

The Scripture will be definitely fulfilled in 
Jesus 

 

The purpose of His coming = to fulfill the 
Old Testament 

 



20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Exceeds = abound 



20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

The righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees = based on “keeping the Law” 



20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Keeping the Law = keep the letter of the Law 
not the spirit of the Law 



20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Keeping the Law = play safe, never be radical 



20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Keeping the Law = ensure allegiance, does 
not ensure obedience 



20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

Keeping the Law = hope in the Law, not hope 
in the Law Giver 



20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Matthew 5:17 

A Fresh Revelation 

It is impossible to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven simply by keeping the Law 



A Fresh 
Revelation 

Those who practice and teach the Scriptures 
that Jesus came to fulfil in a proper manner 

will be great the Kingdom of Heaven 

 

The Scripture will be definitely fulfilled in 
Jesus 

 

The purpose of His coming = to fulfill the 
Old Testament 

 

It is impossible to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven simply by keeping the Law 



Matthew 5 

Greater Value – Look at the Word of God and the 
Word of God 

18 For truly, I say to you, 
 
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old 
 
22 But I say to you  



Matthew 5 

Higher Standard – A new way of interpreting the 
Word of God that impacts our lives and our 
relationships 

“You have heard that it was said ……. But I say to you …..” 
 
  21-22 27-28 31-32 33-34 38-39 43-44 



21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall 

not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’  
 

22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother 

will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be 

liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be 

liable to the hell of fire. 

Matthew 5:21-26 



23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

remember that your brother has something against you,  
 

24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be 

reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.  

Matthew 5:21-26 



25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going 

with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the 

judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison.  
 

26 Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid 

the last penny. 

Matthew 5:21-26 



Fruitful Relationships 
 

21 “You have 
heard that it 
was said to 

those of old, 
‘You shall 

not murder; 
and whoever 
murders will 
be liable to 
judgment.’  

 

22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; 

22 But I say to you that . . . whoever insults his brother 
will be liable to the council; 

22 But I say to you that . . . whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will 
be liable to the hell of fire. 



Fruitful Relationships 
 

21 “You have 
heard that it 
was said to 

those of old, 
‘You shall 

not murder; 
and whoever 
murders will 
be liable to 
judgment.’  

 

22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; 

22 But I say to you that . . . whoever insults his brother 
will be liable to the council; 

22 But I say to you that . . . whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will 
be liable to the hell of fire. 



Fruitful Relationships 

Orgismenos 
   

Enraged, 
denotes 

fixed anger, 
focuses on 
punishing 

the offender 

22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; 

22 But I say to you that . . . whoever insults his brother 
will be liable to the council; 

22 But I say to you that . . . whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will 
be liable to the hell of fire. 



Fruitful Relationships 

Raca 
   

(Aramaic 
word) empty 

headed, 
stupid 

22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; 

22 But I say to you that . . . whoever insults his 
brother will be liable to the council; 

22 But I say to you that . . . whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will 
be liable to the hell of fire. 



Fruitful Relationships 

Moros 
   

(English 
‘Moron’) 
dull, flat, 
brainless 

22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; 

22 But I say to you that . . . whoever insults his brother 
will be liable to the council; 

22 But I say to you that . . . whoever says, ‘You fool!’ 
will be liable to the hell of fire. 



Fruitful Relationships 

Unresolved 
relationship 
issues affect 
our worship 

23 . . . if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 

that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift 

there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, 

and then come and offer your gift.  
 

25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going 

with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, 

and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say 

to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 

 

So,  



Fruitful Relationships 

Unresolved 
relationship 
issues affect 

our social life 

23 . . . if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 

that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift 

there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, 

and then come and offer your gift.  
 

25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going 

with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, 

and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say 

to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 

 

So,  



Fruitful Relationships 

Catch the 
urgency of 

reconciliation 

23 . . . if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 

that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift 

there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, 

and then come and offer your gift.  
 

25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going 

with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, 

and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say 

to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 

 

So,  



Fruitful Relationships 

We will not “label” people 

Of a Higher Standard 

Because of the Greater Value of 
obeying the revealed Word of God 

through Jesus  



Fruitful Relationships Of a Higher Standard 

Because of the Greater Value of 
obeying the revealed Word of God 

through Jesus  



Fruitful Relationships 

We will begin to value people 

Of a Higher Standard 

Because of the Greater Value of 
obeying the revealed Word of God 

through Jesus  



Fruitful Relationships 

We will attempt to settle 
conflicts 

Of a Higher Standard 

Because of the Greater Value of 
obeying the revealed Word of God 

through Jesus  



Fruitful Relationships 

We will attempt to settle 
conflicts 



Conclusion 

Greater Value – Higher Standard 
in Relationships 


