
A Meaningful Life – Series in Ecclesiastes 

Chasing after Health and Wealth 
 

Ecclesiastes 5 & 6 





8 If you see in a province the oppression of the poor 
and the violation of justice and righteousness, do not 
be amazed at the matter, for the high official is 
watched by a higher, and there are yet higher ones 
over them.  
 

9 But this is gain for a land in every way: a king 
committed to cultivated fields. 

Ecclesiastes 5 



There is no real hierarchy to 
wealth 



10 He who loves money will not be satisfied with 
money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this 
also is vanity.  
 

11 When goods increase, they increase who eat them, 
and what advantage has their owner but to see them 
with his eyes?  
 

12 Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little 
or much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let 
him sleep. 

Ecclesiastes 5 



There is no real satisfaction in 
wealth 



13 There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept 
by their owner to his hurt,  
 

14 and those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but 
he has nothing in his hand.  
 

15 As he came from his mother's womb he shall go again, naked as he came, 
and shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away in his hand.  
 

16 This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, and what gain 
is there to him who toils for the wind?  
 

17 Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness 
and anger. 

Ecclesiastes 5 



There is no ultimate advantage 
in wealth 



18 Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to 
eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with 
which one toils under the sun the few days of his life 
that God has given him, for this is his lot.  
 

19 Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and 
possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept 
his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God.  
 

20 For he will not much remember the days of his life 
because God keeps him occupied with joy in his heart. 

Ecclesiastes 5 



A “God Occupied” heart can 
experience the real meaning of 

wealth 



                                HEALTH AND WEALTH GOSPEL 

Teachers of what is commonly called "The Health and Wealth 
Gospel" or "The Word of Faith Movement" say that Christians can 
experience perfect health and abounding wealth if only they 
exercise the right kind of faith. This dangerous and unbiblical 
teaching has become immensely popular in churches today.  

http://alwaysbeready.com/health-and-wealth-gospel 



          HEALTH AND WEALTH GOSPEL 

Some preachers tell people to ‘sow seeds’ in faith (‘even 
if you cannot really afford to do so’), in order to soon 
‘reap’ incredible rewards. Many promise healing from all 
manner of illnesses, deliverance from demonic 
influences, and usually a financial blessing — up to a 
hundred-fold return. 

http://www.apologeticsindex.org/139-prosperity-teaching 



          HEALTH AND WEALTH GOSPEL 

“You must realize that it is God’s will for you to prosper”  

http://www.apologeticsindex.org/139-prosperity-teaching 



          HEALTH AND WEALTH GOSPEL 

“I didn’t stop sinning until I finally got it through my 
thick head I wasn’t a sinner anymore. And the religious 
world thinks that’s heresy and they want to hang you for 
it. But the Bible says that I’m righteous, and I can’t be 
righteous and a sinner at the same time.”  

http://www.equip.org/article/joyce-meyer-in-the-twenty-first-century/ 



          HEALTH AND WEALTH GOSPEL 

“God wants to increase you financially, by giving you 
promotions, fresh ideas, and creativity”  
 
“God wants to give you your own house”  
 
“God wants to make your life easier” 

http://www.watchman.org/profiles/pdf/joelosteenprofile.pdf 











If God does not give the power to enjoy wealth, then there is 
no good in having any wealth or possessions or honour (6:1-
6) 

If God does not satisfy your wants, then there is no good in 
having wisdom or power (6:7-9) 

If God does not give wisdom and strength, then there is no 
good in being clever with words and wisdom (6:10-12) 



So, When you come to God, be watchful of the attitude of our 
heart and the intentions of your words (5:1-7) 






