
Science & Christianity 



The Myth of Incompatibility Series 

The myths 

1. There can’t be one true religion  

2. A good God cannot allow suffering 

3. You cannot take the bible literally  

4. Science has disproved Christianity 

 



The Myth of Incompatibility Series 

Demystifying the myths 

1. The claim by Christianity as the true 
religion is compatible with logic 

2. Suffering and Christianity are compatible 

3. Scripture and Christianity are compatible 

4. Science and Christianity are compatible  



Definition of “science” 

“the careful study of the structure and 
behaviour of the physical world, especially by 
watching, measuring, and doing experiments, 
and the development of theories to describe 
the results of these activities” 

 

Cambridge Dictionaries Online  



Definition of “science” 

“Science is a systematic enterprise that 
creates, builds and organizes knowledge in 
the form of testable explanations and 
predictions about the universe.” 

 

Wikipedia 



1. Laws of Thermodynamics 

2. The Expanding Universe 

3. Law of Causality  

4. Law of Human Existence                        
(The Anthropic Principle) 

5. Irreducible Complexity of Living Forms 

 

The Observations of Science 



1st Law of Thermodynamics 
“The total amount of energy in the universe is constant and 
conserved, and can only change from one form to another.” 

ENERGY IS LIMITED.  

 

2nd Law of Thermodynamics (Law of Entropy) 
“In all energy exchanges, if no energy enters or leaves the 
system, the potential energy of the current state will always be 
less than that of the initial state."  

USEABLE ENERGY IS DECREASING WITH TIME.  

 

The 1st and 2nd Laws of Thermodynamics 



Consider . . .  

1. Everything tends towards disorder and 
reduced energy  

2.   The universe has not reached there yet  

 

Therefore the universe cannot have existed 
from eternity. It must have a beginning. 

 

 

 

The 1st and 2nd Laws of Thermodynamics 



The expanding universe 



The expanding universe 

The Hubble Parameter 

68 km / sec per megaparsec 



The expanding universe 

Consider …  



The expanding universe 

Consider …  

THE BEGINNING OF  
TIME AND SPACE 



 The universe (including time and 
space) has a beginning 

Observations of Science (I) 



“Every student of logic knows that this is the ultimate 
canon of the sciences, the foundation of them all. If we did 
not believe the truth of causation, namely, everything 
which has a beginning has a cause, and that in the same 
circumstances the same things invariably happen, all the 
sciences would at once crumble to dust. In every scientific 
investigation this truth is assumed.” 

 

- W.T. Stace, professor of philosophy at Princeton University, in A    
Critical History of Greek Philosophy (1934, p. 6, emp. added). 

The Law of Causality 



 The universe (including time and 
space) has a beginning 

 It has a cause 

Observations of Science (II) 



- Highly precise and interdependent environmental 
conditions without which life will not be  

 

The Law of Human Existence – The 
Anthropic Constants (Principle) 



 

 

The Law of Human Existence – The 
Anthropic Constants (Principle) 



The Laws of Human Existence – The 
Anthropic Constants (Principle) 

Examples  

 

1. Proton mass  

2. Gravitational Force (F=1/r2) 

3. Strength of Electrical Charges   
 



The Laws of Human Existence – The 
Anthropic Constants (Principle) 

“a change of as little as 0.5% in the 
strength of the strong nuclear force, or 4% 
in the electric force, would destroy either 
nearly all carbon or all oxygen in every star, 
and hence the possibility of life as we know 
it. Also, most of the fundamental constants 
appearing in our theories appear fine-tuned 
in the sense that if they were altered by 
only modest amounts, the universe would 
be in many cases unsuitable for the 
development of life.” 

Professor Stephen  
Hawking 



Irreducible Complexity 

“An irreducibly complex system is composed of several 
well-matched, interacting parts that contribute to the 
basic function, wherein the removal of any one of the parts 
causes the system to effectively cease functioning.” 

 

- Professor Michael Behe (Darwin’s Black Box: The Biochemical 
Challenge to Evolution, 1996) 

 



Irreducible Complexity 



Irreducible Complexity 



 The universe (including time and 
space) has a beginning 

 It has a cause 

 The existence of everything in it is 
delicately balanced and intricately 
complex 

Observations of Science (III) 



Paths diverge 



“We are just an advanced breed of monkeys on a 
minor planet of a very average star. But we can 
understand the Universe. That makes us something 
very special.”  
 

- Stephen Hawking 



“If there are a bunch of fruit trees, one can say that 
whoever created these fruit trees wanted some apples. In 
other words, by looking at the order in the world, we can 
infer purpose and from purpose we begin to get some 
knowledge of the Creator, the Planner of all this. This is, 
then, how I look at God. I look at God through the works of 
God’s hands and from those works imply intentions. From 
these intentions, I receive an impression of the Almighty.” 

 

—Arno Penzias, 1978 Nobel Prize recipient in physics 



“The significance and joy in my science comes in 
those occasional moments of discovering 
something new and saying to myself, ‘So that’s how 
God did it.’ My goal is to understand a little corner 
of God’s plan.” 

- Henry “Fritz” Schaefer, five time Nobel Prize nominee, 
Professor of Chemistry, and director of the Center for 
Computational Quantum Chemistry at the University of 
Georgia 



“The more I study nature, the more I stand amazed at 
the work of the Creator. Science brings men nearer to 
God.” 

“In good philosophy, the word ‘cause’ ought to be 
reserved to the single Divine impulse that has formed 
the universe.”  

“Little science takes you away from God but more of it 
takes you to Him.” 

 

- Louis Pasteur, the founder of microbiology and immunology. 
 



 

“science without religion is lame,  

religion without science is blind.” 

 

Albert Einstein 
 



 

“It would be possible to describe everything 
scientifically, but it would make no sense; it would 

be without meaning, as if you described a 
Beethoven symphony as a variation of wave 

pressure.”  

 

Albert Einstein 
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 The universe (including time and 
space) has a beginning 

 It has a cause 

 The existence of everything in it is 
delicately balanced and intricately 
complex 

Science 1:1 



Genesis 1:1  

ֶרץ׃  ָֽ אָּ ת הָּ יִם וְֵּאֵ֥ ַמִׁ֖ ת ַהשָּ ים ֵאֵ֥ א ֱאֹלִהִ֑ ָ֣ רָּ ית בָּ ֵראִשִׁ֖ בְּ  



Genesis 1:1  

ית  ֵראִשִׁ֖ ֶרץ׃ בְּ ָֽ אָּ ת הָּ יִם וְֵּאֵ֥ ַמִׁ֖ ת ַהשָּ ים ֵאֵ֥ א ֱאֹלִהִ֑ ָ֣ רָּ בָּ  

In the beginning 



Genesis 1:1  

ית   ֵראִשִׁ֖ יםבְּ א ֱאֹלִהִ֑ ָ֣ רָּ ֶרץ׃ בָּ ָֽ אָּ ת הָּ יִם וְֵּאֵ֥ ַמִׁ֖ ת ַהשָּ ֵאֵ֥  

In the beginning 

He Created (God created) 



Genesis 1:1  

ים   א ֱאֹלִהִ֑ ָ֣ רָּ ית בָּ ֵראִשִׁ֖ ֶרץ׃בְּ ָֽ אָּ ת הָּ יִם וְֵּאֵ֥ ַמִׁ֖ ת ַהשָּ ֵאֵ֥  

In the beginning 

He Created (God created) 

The heavens  

And the earth 



Colossians 1:16-17 

“For by Him (Christ) all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible … all things were created by Him and for 
Him.  

He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 
together.”  

  



Jeremiah 29:11-13 

‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ 
declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not for 
calamity to give you a future and a hope. 

Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to 
Me, and I will listen to you. 

You will seek Me and find Me when you search 
for Me with all your heart.’ 

  



Reflection 

Jesus is … 
 

the cause at the beginning 

the sustainer in the present 

the assurance of the future  

 


